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MEDIA NOTE: The health department and other community based organizations that are part of the HIV/AIDS Network of Sarasota County will offer free HIV testing as part of the local observance of National Black HIV/AIDS Awareness Day. A schedule of those offerings is at the end of this release.
HIV/AIDS affects African American community
African Americans are disproportionately affected by HIV/AIDS. At every stage of this disease, African Americans are the hardest hit racial or ethnic group.  Underlying factors, including reduced access to medical care, poverty, and other Sexually Transmitted Diseases (STDs) increase the threat of acquiring HIV.  Too often HIV status is learned after the infection has progressed to the point of needing emergency room care.
Although drugs are available to slow the progression of the disease, there is still no cure or vaccine.  To promote HIV/AIDS prevention, and in observance of the seventh annual National Black HIV/AIDS Awareness Day, Sarasota County Health Department and other organizations that are part of the HIV/AIDS Network of Sarasota County (HANS), are working to empower the community to learn of their HIV status through free educational  and testing opportunities.
No appointments are needed for HIV testing. Those who wish to get tested have a choice of either the fast and easy OraSure® HIV test or a traditional blood test. The blood test will also allow for detection of syphilis. OraSure® testing consists of placing a treated cotton pad resembling a toothbrush between a person’s cheek and gums for two minutes. It’s easier than brushing your teeth.  
“Test results are always kept private and are not shared with anyone, including family members, significant others, employers or landlords. The Health Department staff can assist those who test positive in getting access to health care and treatment. We hope people will come out and get tested – it’s the only way to be sure,” said Gary Ervin, Health Services Representative with the Sarasota County Health Department’s Sexually Transmitted Disease (STD) program.  
HIV/AIDS continues to excessively affect ethnic/racial minorities.
· One in every forty-six African Americans in Florida is infected with HIV/AIDS.
· U.S. census data show that less than five percent of Sarasota County’s population is African American, yet, over one third of all HIV cases reported in Sarasota County occur in the black community.
· Sarasota County ranks seventh in Florida in HIV cases among African Americans.
· Only one in four people who have HIV know they are infected.

Public health and community health advocates remain committed to addressing this critical health issue at a “grass roots” level through the HIV/AIDS Network of Sarasota (HANS).  The HANS group meets monthly to coordinate HIV/AIDS prevention and outreach services throughout Sarasota County. National Black HIV/AIDS Awareness Day is intended to promote prevention efforts focused on education, empowerment and mobilization of our local black community in the fight against HIV/AIDS. 
For more information on those HIV testing opportunities call 941-861-2900 or visit the HANS website www.hivsarasota.org
-more-
HIV/AIDS Network of Sarasota 

Sarasota County National Black HIV/AIDS Awareness Day activities

Feb. 5-9, 2007
Presentation to Laurel Civic Association – “AIDS & HIV 2007”
Monday, Feb. 5; 6 to 6:30 p.m.
Laurel Civic Association
509 Laurel Road, Laurel
Contact: Gary Ervin, 941-861-2919
Sponsoring Agency: Sarasota County Health Department
Free HIV Testing / Screening
Wednesday, Feb. 7; 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Sarasota County Health Dept., South County Community and Specialty Clinic
7810 S. Tamiami Trail, Building A, 14-1, Venice
Contact: Beth Taylor, 941-861-3380
Sponsoring Agency: Sarasota County Health Department
Free HIV Testing / Screening
Wednesday, Feb. 7; 3 to 6 p.m.

Fredd “Glossie” Atkins Park
2700 N. Washington Blvd. (corner of N. Washington & Dr. Martian Luther King Jr. Way), Sarasota
Contact: Gary Ervin, 941-861-2919
Sponsoring Agency: Sarasota County Health Department
Free HIV Testing & Educational Workshops (VOICES/VOCES & HIV101)
Wednesday, Feb. 7; 3 to 6 p.m.

Robert Taylor Community Ctr. (formerly the Newtown Recreation Ctr.)

1845 34th Street, Sarasota

Contact: John T. Acevedo

Sponsoring Agency:  Community AIDS Network (CANS)
Free HIV Testing / Screening with incentives
Wednesday, Feb. 7; 3 to 7 p.m.

Selby Goodwill

1781 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Way, Sarasota
Contact: John T. Acevedo, 941-366-0461

Sponsoring Agency:  Project Unity
-end-





















