HANS Minutes Meeting 9/11/06


	MEETING:
	HIV/AIDS Network of Sarasota
	
	DATE:
	9/11/06

	
	
	
	
	

	ATTENDING:
	John Acevedo, Community AIDS Network (CAN), Chair; Pat Wolfson, Planned Parenthood of Southwest and Central Florida (PP);  Nathan Rifenburg, ALSO Out Youth;  Hunter Ruffin, American Red Cross (ARC); Joyce Randall, Coastal Behavioral Healthcare (CBHC);  James McCloud, Genesis Health Care (GHC); April Glasco, Second Chance Last Opportunity (SCLO); John Runde, Area 8 HIV/AIDS Prevention, Lee County Health Department;  Christine Griffith, Sarasota County Health Department (SCHD); Rafael Loza, SCHD; and Joan Surso, Secretary, SCHD, Secretary. 
	
	Time: 
	10:10 am


	
	TOPIC
	DISCUSSION
	ACTION

	I.
	Welcome and Introduction 
	John A. welcomed everyone and had each person introduce themselves.  The newest member of HANS was introduced: Hunter Ruffin, ARC.  Everyone was thanked for coming and joining HANS.  Hunter  will be sent membership applications by Joan S. 
	New member welcomed.  

	II
	August  Minutes
	Minutes were reviewed with corrections noted as to 1) IV Pat to serve as clearing house for condom trail information and forward to Joan for the website; 2) numbering from V and on need to correct, 3) VIII correct spelling to read Khrome’s and 4) XII Rapid Ora Quick not Rapid Ora Sure to be corrected in two spots.  Motion to approve with the corrections made by Nathan R. and seconded by Pat W.  All committee members approved with revisions as outlined corrected.
	Minutes were approved with corrections to be made.

	III
	Web Site Update 
	Joan S. did not have a copy of a monthly report per Brad Bryan as to website’s activities during the month of August.  She stated it has been getting increased hits and calls have been coming in as related to the site.   HANS’s members agreed to send Joan monthly updates for the HANS website prior to the HANS meetings the first Monday of each month and she will forward the information to Brad for updating the site and maintaining the site.  (i.e.: announcements grant applications, announcements grant reviewers, link for National HIV Testing days, Press Releases, etc.).  
	Next meeting a monthly update on Web Site.


	IV
	Prevention/

Education Committee Report  and Parent Handbook Update
	Pat W. stated the Prevention/Education Committee has been busy the past several weeks.  They worked on a grant and submitted it to the National Association of Clinical and Community Health Organizations (NACCHO) for $12,000 as related to the upcoming educational conference being planned.  Copies of the grant will be e-mailed to all HANS’s members per Joan.  Pat stated Susan P. is working with staff at the Sarasota County School Board to get their approval and support of the conferences.  A parent survey is being developed and when more final  will be shared with HANS’s members to gather their input and suggestions.  The next Prevention/Education Committee meeting will be on 9/22 at 9am at the SCSB Landings, Mauve Awning, Third Floor, conference room and all members of HANS’s are encouraged to attend.  

Joan S. stated there is a problem with the current HANS’s Parent Handbook on HIV/AIDS.  It was developed in Publisher format and can not be sent to a printer for quotes in current format.  Joan suggested HANS’s members look at the Channing Bete DOH approved “Giving Your Child the Facts About HIV & AIDS” as an alternative handbook.  Jim M. went on the record as stating: “thinks the community will view this material inappropriate for certain age groups”.   John A. stated if we work the HANS’s Parent Handbook it will take till next year to get DOH approval.  Copies of both brochures were distributed and discussed.  John R. stated HANS’s could put their logo and website on the back of the Channing Bete booklet and use to give to parents at the upcoming conference.  Chris G. asked who would pay for the purchasing of the booklets.  Joan was asked to prepare a budget for HANS’s as to the funds they have for 2006-2007 for the Sarasota County Government and discuss at the next meeting.  HANS’s members will then need to decide what they wish to spend the funds on as related to the booklets, community assessments, brochures or other items.    
	Update next meeting as to HANS’s budget for 2006-2007. 

	V.
	Patient Care Committee   Update 
	John A. stated he did not have an update on this committee.  Pat G. was not present to provide an update.   Deferred to next meeting. 
	Next meeting update.

	VI
	RHAC
	James M. stated there was no meeting during the summer and he will report on the next meeting later this month at the next HANS’s meeting.
	Next meeting update.

	VII
	Update World AIDS Day (WAD) Planning 
	John A. and Rafael L. provided an update from this mornings WAD Committee meeting.  They stated to date a total of three grants have been sent to pharmaceutical companies requesting assistance with underwriting part of the events planned.  John stated the committee is looking at various sites for HIV testing all across Sarasota County which will begin on November 13th and go through December 2nd.  Rafael L. will be sending out a registration form to all HANS’s members asking them what their plans are as to HIV testing during this time frame.  It is the hope of the WAD committee for this to be a community collaboration as to coordinating HIV testing sites through out the community at various locations and times (i.e.: SCHD sites, Venice YMCA,  Newtown Community Center, SCLO, Goodwill in Newtown, Manatee Community College-Venice, Senior Friendship Center (Venice and Sarasota), and others.  The theme this year will be “Stop AIDS: Keep the Promise”.   John A. announced that the Manatee community has determined they are not able to coordinate any WAD activities this year due to lack of community provider support.  It was discussed as to our local WAD might want to extend a good faith gesture to Manatee as to make overture to collaborate and to attend our Sarasota County WAD events (i.e.: breakfast) this year.  This motion was made by James M. and seconded by Pat. W. and all members agreed.  
	On-going with update at next meeting. 

	VIII
	Update Partnership for Health (PfH) Training 
	Joan S. discussed the recent Partnership for Health (PfH) training she attended provided by the DOH and that she is now a train-the-trainer for PfH.  She stated she is now available to provide training to HANS’s member agencies who would like their staff trained as to PfH, like Planned Parenthood and Second Chance-Last Opportunity.   The SCHD DIS staff and South County Community Clinic have implemented PfH with clients and things seem to be going well.  PfH is to implement and is intended for high risk individuals and HIV positives with a 3-5 minute counseling session to present consequence counseling as related to safer sex practices.  Call Joan if you and your agency staff wish to have the PfH training.  
	On-going updates and trainings. 

	IX
	Election of New Officers 
	John A. stated it is now time to elect this year’s officers for HANS’s.  He stated at the last meeting the following individuals agreed to serve on HANS:

· Chair:  John Acevedo

· Co-Chair:  Bill Carter

· Secretary:  Joan Surso 

John stated nominations from the floor could be accepted and encouraged members to consider this opportunity.  No nominations were obtained.


Pat W. motioned for the slate of officers as stated be accepted and that nominations be closed.  This was seconded by April G.  Hunter R. moved all nominations be accepted for this new year with a term from September 11, 2006 through September 2007 and was seconded by Pat W.  All members approved.  New officers were thanked for agreeing to take on these duties.  
	At the September HANS meeting select slate of officers and vote for 2006-2007 terms. 

	X
	National Hispanic Latino Day, 10/15/06 
	Joan S. stated that the National Hispanic Latino HIV Awareness Day is 10/15/06 and reminded HANS’s members to please submit their agency participation in offering free HIV testing by 9/15/06 to ensure coordinated Press Release with the SCHD.  To date Planned Parenthood and ALSO have sent in their forms.  
	

	XI
	Report “Silence is Death” 
	Christine G. distributed copies of the DOH report “Silence is Death” and stated that the report lists the top 20 counties in the state of Florida as to having a disproportional number of individuals being black and Hispanic in Sarasota County with HIV/AIDS.  Chris stated that she and representatives from the Sarasota CHD would be meeting with representatives from the State DOH to discuss what our local CHD and community plans were to address the disparity on 9/20 in Fort Myers.  Chris stated Bill Little has been chairing the conference calls with the top 20 CHD and DOH as to how developing a unified strategy to address the disparity and to identify root causes.  During the next three months the SCHD is going to be increasing HIV testing at each of our sites, in addition, we are asking our local HANS’s members to join us in this effort with the goal of culminating our efforts with National Black HIV Awareness Day in February. Just doing HIV testing is not enough, we must begin to address the socio-economic factors and the root causes for the disparity for our black and Hispanic populations in our community.  James M. stated he felt the Rapid Ora Quick was the only way to go as to HIV testing and not doing it this way was killing people.  Chris stated that DOH was not going allow SCHD to be a Rapid Ora Quick test site since CAN has the ability to provide this service in our community.  James stated he feels efforts need to concentrate on Prevention Case Management (PCM) now referred to as CRCS-Comprehensive Risk Counseling and Services as to HIV education and getting people into services along with HIV testing in a coordinated effort.  Committee members discussed wanting to be actively involved in assisting with addressing this community problem.  Chris stated after the meeting on 9/20 she will come back to HANS and ask for assistance in developing a plan of action to address this report.  It was suggested that HIV testing and CRCS services need to focus on the site/times where it is needed most in our local community (i.e.: night time around drug dealers, sex workers) and need to give out condoms with gatekeepers.  James M. said he felt this needs to be taken up as a leadership issue within the black community (i.e.: churches, gatekeepers, etc.) and together address the issue as to develop strategies (get influential citizens and gatekeepers to begin talking about this so others will listen to them).  
	

	XII
	Update on Grant Recipients for 2006-2007 
	Joan S. thanked all the agencies who submitted grant applications for the 2006-2007 funding cycle.  The agencies selected per the Grant Review Committee to receive awards this cycle include:  ALSO Out Youth for $3,500.00; Planned Parenthood of Southwest and Central Florida for $17,500.00; and Community AIDS Network, Project Unity for $77,000.00.  Joan stated the contracts for these grants are being developed now and should be ready to be mailed to the agencies by next week.  
	

	XIII
	Adjourned 
	John A. stated there being no further business, meeting adjourned at 12:10PM. The next meeting will be on Monday, October 2, 2006 at 10am at Community AIDS Network office in conference room.   Everyone was again thanked for coming. 
	Next meeting on Monday, October 2, 2006 at CAN.
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