HANS’s Committee Meeting Minutes 3/5/07


	MEETING:
	HANS  
	
	DATE:
	3/5/07

	
	
	
	
	

	ATTENDING:
	John Acevedo, Community AIDS Network (CAN), Chairman; Michael Kehoe, CAN; Amy Lovejoy, Second Chance-Last Opportunity; James McCloud, Genesis Health Services; Sue Tharp and Rafael Loza, Sarasota County Health Department (SCHD); Joyce Randall, Coastal Behavioral Healthcare; John Runde and Dianne King, Area 8, Lee CHD; Dr. Lisa Merritt and Iman-Ali Abdalkarim, Multicultural Health Institute; Jennifer Awe, Ringling School of Art and Design; Nathan Rifenberg, ALSO Youth Organization; Joan Surso, SCHD. 
	
	
	


	
	TOPIC
	DISCUSSION
	ACTION

	I.
	Welcome   & Introductions
	John Acevedo welcomed everyone and new members present were introduced: Jennifer Awe, Ringling School of Art and Design; Dr. Lisa Merritt and Iman-Ali Abdalkarim, Multicultural Health Institute; Dianna King, Area 8 Lee CHD; and Norm Carmel, Seder of Hope
	10:05 A.M. meeting started

	II.
	Minutes for February Meeting
	 Minutes were distributed prior to the meeting via e-mail.  Minutes were approved with corrections noted as to the following: 

· II. Change month of minutes from November to January

· V.  Last sentence insert word PWLA before help for clients

Moved minutes approved with corrections by Dr. Merritt and seconded by Nathan Rifenberg.  Member’s unanimously approved.
	Minutes approved with corrections noted


	III.
	Update HANS Website Report 
	Joan provided an update on the HANS’s website.  People are continuing to access the website with thirty percent via search engines and 7-8% via link.  One referral was received this past month from a patient moving into the area via his physician.  He was referred to CAN and South County Community Clinic for HIV/AIDS medical care.
	Update next meeting

	IV.
	Update Prevention/

Education Committee (PEC)
	John A. provided on update on the “Let’s Talk” conference on 3/3/07 at GWIZ this past weekend for teachers and nurses.  The conference had a limited attendance of 25-30 participants but the evaluation feedback found everyone came away learning something new and thought the conference was very rewarding. It was suggested if offered next year to work on a different site to not restrict attendees and to get parents to attend. 
	Update PEC at next meeting

	V.
	Update Patient Care Committee (PCC)
	John A. said there was no Case Manager’s meeting this past month.  A meeting is being held at CAN tomorrow to update all Case Managers on the new Health Planning Council forms and other items.  Jim M. asked if the turnover rates for Case Managers was a concern, John A. stated yes due to low salary.  Jim will take this concern to the next RHAC meeting for discussion. 
	Tabled for next meeting

	VI.
	Update RHAC Committee  
	Jim M. stated there was no meeting in February and no date has been announced for the next meeting. 
	Tabled for next meeting 

	VII.
	Silence is Death (SID) Update  
	Rafael L. distributed recent stats as requested on HIV/AIDS prevalence rates in Sarasota County as to risk factors.  Committee discussed incidence rates for whites, blacks and Hispanics as to MSM, IDU and other factors for males and females.  Jim M. asked if state could gather drug usage as to crack/cocaine and Rafael stated not able to track per state but individual CBO’s could informally gather data.  Rafael explained reasons for the increase in HIV/AIDS for our community in 2006 due to active surveillance and working closely with hospitals and physicians in the area to gather data.  All over the state seeing an increase due to viral load reporting.
Joan passed out handouts on marketing ideas for SID project with costs.  Tried to access “We Make the Change” and “Cable Positive” websites to view PSA’s for TV and listen to radio PSA but not able to view.  Committee members asked to please view and report to Joan what they thought of each PSA for our target audience with SID in our community. 

Dr. Merritt presented a proposal for discussion as to how to spend SID moneys with using faith-based trained volunteers to conduct HIV education and HIV testing in the community with adults and youth.  She stated she met with Eleanor Ball and she is very interested in working with HANS’s in the Newtown area.  TruVine Missionary Baptist Church had a day of prayer this Sunday and they are networking with other area churches to hold prayers this week as part of National Black Prayer Week on HIV/AIDS. Nathan and Joan expressed concerns with youth trained to conduct HIV test and confidentiality.  John R. to check with the state DOH/Bureau of HIV/AIDS as to age limits for HIV trained 500/501 counselors and conducting HIV testing, along with incentive and stipend cash limits. 

John A. asked if an emergency meeting of HANS could be held one day this week to further discuss the SID budget and finalize ways to spend the budget due to time constraints of the current meeting.  Committee members agreed to meet Wednesday, March 7th at 10 am at CAN.  
	Emergency meeting set for March 7th at 10 am to continue discussion

	VIII.
	Update National Black HIV Awareness Day Events 
	Joan stated that only five sites listed in this press release.  She asked why CBO’s were not participating in HIV testing as have done in past with National dates as HANS’s members indicated they would. Jim M. stated his agency would not participate until the state allowed him to test with Rapid Ora Quick. due to staff overwhelmed.   He stated he thinks HIV needs dedicated volunteers for HIV testing like other diseases (i.e.: diabetes, cancer).  He stated he does not have trained staff at to offer HIV testing at this time at GHS. 
	No further update till next NBAHD in 2008

	IX. 
	World AIDS Day (WAD) Committee 
	Michael K. presented a packet of information to HANS’s on WAD events planned for 12/1/07.  He introduced Jennifer Awe and stated RSAD has agreed to host the WAD Health Fair on site 12/1/07 from 12 noon to 5 pm.  Other events to be offered afterwards including Candle Light Vigil, Moonlight Movie and others.  Committee members have been selected with one/two openings yet to be filled (one Hispanic representative and one Faith-Based representative).  WAD committee meetings will be the third Wednesday of each month at 10 am at RSAD with the first meeting on 3/18.  Minutes of WAD will be forwarded to HANS’s for review and discussion.  Discussion took place as to ways to get African American population to RSAD and discussed buses from schools and churches to assist.  
	Update next meeting

	X.
	Update Red Ribbon Awards
	John A. asked if anyone nominated anyone for the Red Ribbon awards.  He stated CAN nominated Dr. Stall.  Both Scott Tims and Adam Dubois were nominated from Charlotte CHD and Collier CHD.  Announcement of winners will be in Orlando on 3/28.  
	Announcement of winners at next meeting

	XI. 
	National Women and Children HIV Awareness Day
	Joan stated there are only five agencies participating in NWCHA day events.  The press release was sent two weeks ago.  Joan will send out the next event registration for National HIV Testing Day June date in early May, be thinking about how you can help by offering free HIV testing at your agency.
	Update next meeting

	XII.
	Seder of Hope 
	Norm C. stated the Seder of Hope will be held on 3/25/07 and asked for posters/brochures for the event.  He was given 100 HANS’s brochures and a copy of the most recent SID report to copy by Joan.  
	Update next meeting 

	XIII.
	Adjourned
	There being no further business the meeting adjourned at 12:05 pm. The next meeting will be on Monday, April 2nd at Community AIDS Network offices. 
	Next meeting 4/2/07 
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