HANS’s Committee Meeting Minutes 5/7/07


	MEETING:
	HANS  
	DATE

	ATTENDING:
	John Acevedo, Community AIDS Network, Chair; Michael Kehoe, CAN; Nathan Rifenburg, ALSO Out Youth; Dr. Lisa Merritt, Multicultural Health Institute;  Jose Burgos, Coastal Behavioral Healthcare; Dr. Lisa Merritt, Multicultural Health Institute, Jim McCloud, Genesis Health Services; Sue Tharp, Sarasota County Health Department; April Glasco, Second Chance Last Opportunity; Joan Surso, SCHD; Marilyn Anderson, and Nan Gould, Planned Parenthood of South West and Central Florida;  Bill Carter, First Step of Sarasota. 

 
	5/7/07


	
	TOPIC
	DISCUSSION
	ACTION

	I.
	Welcome   & Introductions
	John welcomed everyone.  Introductions were made by all present and new members were introduced: Jose Burgos and Nan Gould.  
	10:20 A.M. meeting started

	II.
	Minutes for March Meeting
	Committee members reviewed minutes.  Minutes were sent to members via e-mail prior to the meeting.  Dr. Merritt asked Number XIII to be amended to add, “Embracing Our Difference Project” not art work.  Motion to approve with amendments was made by Jim and seconded Nathan, all committee members approved with amendments.
	Minutes approved with corrections noted

	III.
	Update HANS Website Report 
	Joan S. provided an update on the HANS’s website.  People are continuing to access the website with thirty percent via search engines and 7-8% via link.  Last month over 200, people accessed the website with the average visit 2-5 minutes in duration and people are adding the site to their saved sites.  She asked everyone to check the site for his or her agencies as to updates.   John suggested putting additional information on the web site such as things to add for contributing to HIV programs and disease; public events and anniversary celebrations for local HANS’s members.  All update information should be forwarded to Joan by the middle of each month. 
	Update next meeting

	IV.
	Update Prevention/

Education Committee (PEC)
	John stated the Prevention Committee has not meet since the last HANS’s meeting, tabled discussion for the next meeting.
	Update PEC at next meeting

	V.
	Update Patient Care Committee (PCC)
	John A. stated a meeting was held at CAN last month regarding the new Eligibility requirements for Ryan White, ADAP, HOPWA, and AIDS Insurance Continuation programs for all Case Managers and other staff by the Health Planning Council (HPC).  Once a client meets eligibility requirements for one program, they are eligible for the other programs since all criteria for eligibility are the same as of January 2007.  No other new information at this time.  
	Update next meeting

	VI.
	Update Regional HIV/AIDS Council (RHAC) Committee  
	Jim presented on update on RHAC and said that the budget seems to be within dollars of keeping spending on track.  

RHAC is the administrator for the dollars from Federal Gov for Ryan White dollars for patient care, medications and dental and made up of providers, Health Departments, community agencies and consumers.  The next meeting will on May 23rd in Fort Myers.  
	Next update at next HANS meeting

	VII.
	HOPWA 
	John gave out copies of the minutes from the last HOPWA meeting for Sarasota and Manatee counties.  It shows that Sarasota has used up all their allotted funds YTD but Manatee still has dollars available for six HOPWA clients.  Clients must receive services in the county were they reside. Sarasota was taken out of Area 8 HOPWA funds years ago and receives their HOPWA funds from the City of Sarasota.  There are still funds available in Area 8 for HOPWA  for Manatee but they do not want additional Pac Waiver clients referred to them as means of using the funds.  Jim asked if the SCG City Council and Commissioners had been alerted to this situation.  John stated it is up to the Health Planning Council in Area 8 as to funding decisions.  Jim said he would take this to the next RHAC meeting for discussion.
	

	XIII.
	World AIDS Day (WAD) Committee Update 
	Michael was not present to provide an update, but copies of the minutes from the last meeting were distributed via e-mail prior to the meeting.  Nan was voted in as a member of the WAD committee at the last meeting and the WAD logo design was finalized.  The next WAD committee meeting will be Wednesday, May 16th. .  
	Update next meeting 

	IX. 
	National HIV Testing Day
	Joan stated need information as to HIV testing, have heard from SCHD, ALSO but still need others contact information.  Marilyn asked posters have age, racial and gender diversity.  Posters will be varied for the different agencies.  John said CAN and Project Unity would be doing HIV testing events starting on June 25th and going until June 30th.  Tuesday SFC 9:30 to 12:30 pm and Fred Atkins Park with the Mobile Unit from 4-7 pm.  Rapid testing at CAN on Wednesday from 9am to 8pm with Rapid (5-8 pm apts. only), Thursday  Selby Goodwill 2-6 pm, Friday Hollywood 20 from 7-10 pm and June 30th at Siesta Key beach with Mobile Unit with Rapid from 12-5 pm (tentative). Gatekeepers will be used for these events too.  Genesis will be doing Rapid Testing on June 27 afternoons or evenings.  Jim got a grant to do Rapid testing.
	Update next meeting

	X.
	Silence is Death (SID)
	SID update as to activities was presented per Dr. Merritt and Jim McCloud.  The SID Project for the African American population utilizing Community Gatekeepers to be trained to assist with HIV testing and education is going well.  To date 4 orientation meetings have been conducted and two activities (Breast Cancer Awareness and Disaster Expo) have been offered with almost 15 volunteers recruited.  Gatekeepers will be attending the HIV 501 training as offered per Joan on May 17th from 4-8 pm, May 19 from 8 am to 5 pm and conclude on May 24 from 4-8 pm with a graduation.  Recently a local barbershop and beauty parlor have been involved in activities and are willing to be part of the condom trail.  The Gatekeeper Volunteer Coordinators have meet with the recruited volunteers from five local community churches.  Future plans include presentations to the local pastors and their congregations as to this project and how they can get involved.   Bill asked if a form and procedure had been developed as to the Gift Cards, all forms and the procedure are in the grant contract as signed per CAN.  John has received the 500 gift cards that were designed with an individual note of thanks for each volunteer.  Julia Carter is working to organize getting the volunteers signed up for the HIV 501 classes, since all volunteers will have received HIV 500 training in advance.   
	Update next meeting 

	XI.
	New Business
	Marilyn asked if members were aware of the new HOPE Curriculum as presented by the Sarasota County School Board for the school year 2007-2008 as to Sex Education.  Members were not and Marilyn stated she would forward a copy to Joan who would than forward to each committee member.  Marilyn stated she received a call from a parent who expressed concern as to how the new curriculum would be implemented since the School Board was limiting the use of outside assistance for the PE teachers in teaching the course to the SCHD staff.  This coming year PE teachers will have to collect signed parental right for students to attending the classes. The only school that will be able to utilize other outside agencies is Pine View School under with Plan B to assist with teaching the courses.   The School Board has indicated they will provide professional trainings for all PE teachers.  Marilyn stated she feels it is best to offer the course in the summer to all students prior to entering the 9th grade.  The course does not seem to address the topics on HIV/STD prevention, sexuality and pregnancy, date rape and Domestic Violence as to being included in the new HOPE curriculum under PE (exercise, health and wellness).  Students will be asked to implement individual health plans and to demonstrate their understanding as to how to prevent STD/HIV.   School health nurses will be asked to assist with the trainings.  Marilyn is disappointed PP was not at the meeting to offer their expertise in the design of the HOPE curriculum since it does not seem to address sexuality issues, use of condoms, HIV/AIDS or other important topics.   John asked what we should do as to STD/HIV/Rape per teenagers and suggested we might want to send a monthly report to the School Board showing our local rates as to EPI data as to what is happening with teens as to STD, HIV, pregnancy and other relevant data.   John asked if the SCHD could develop a survey along with EPI data to show what teens need or what would have liked to have learned prior to today on these matters, what age did you become sexually active.    John said he thought it would be good to talk with others at the SCHD about this including: Scott, Virginia, Chris, and invite John, Marilyn and others to the meeting to develop a plan of action.  Any one within HANS could use the surveys, including the Source Teen Theatre in the schools for various topics (drugs, alcohol, bullying, HIV/AIDS, middle school standup for yourself-Empowerment).  
	Discuss at the next HANS meeting

	XII.
	Review of By-Laws 
	John asked if could HANS could review the By-Laws and set up a sub committee to review.  Jim stated he helped to write the By-Laws in the beginning and John stated it is time to reflect adding WAD as an ad-hoc committee approved by the Chair of HANS.  John stated in previous meetings agencies have two and three members present at HANS and he wanted to know if we might wish to limit voting at HANS to one representative per member agency.  He state representatives from the local Hispanic Latino Coalition and Ringling College of Art and Design have been asked to join HANS.   The By-Laws need to fit the needs of the organization and to be made simple to reflect everything HANS is about and doing in the community.  Jim suggested appointing an Ad-hoc Committee to address strategic planning and the By-Laws and was seconded by Marilyn. The next meeting of HANS the By-Laws and 501 (C) (3) for future grants, etc will be discussed.   John suggested also reviewing the past Needs Assessment as developed per Moya Alfonson from USF.
	Discussion at the next HANS meeting 

	XIII.
	Review DOH 2006 Data
	Joan distributed copies of an updated DOH data report as to  PLWHA up from 656 in 2005 to 683 in 2006.  Everyone received copies of the State DOH data and the statistical report provided per Joan.
	Distributed copy of report 2006

	XIV.
	Adjourned
	John stated there being no further business the meeting adjourned at 11:55 am and the next meeting will be on Monday, June 4 at CAN at 10 AM.
	Next meeting 6/4/07
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