HANS Minutes 11/3/08


2HIV/AIDS Network of Sarasota (HANS) 
Committee Meeting Minutes 
	Location:  Community AIDS Network (CAN), 1231 North Tuttle Ave. 

	Chair:  John Acevedo, CAN

	Date/Time:  October 6,  2008 10:00 am to 12:00 Noon 

	Membership Roster:
Chair: John Acevedo, Community AIDS Network(CAN); Vice Chair: Bill Carter, First Step of Sarasota (FSOS);  Secretary: Joan Surso, Sarasota County Health Department (SCHD); Nan Gould, Marilyn Anderson, KT Curran, Pat Wolfson, Planned Parenthood of Southwest and Central Florida, Inc.(PPSWCF); April Glasco and Amy Lovejoy, Second Chance Last Opportunity (SCLO); Dr. Lisa Merritt, Julia Espada, Multicultural Health Institute (MHI);  Bettina Tyler, Project Challenge of the West Coast, Inc.; Christine Griffith, Sue Tharp, Gary Ervin, Scott Pritchard, Lauren Zink, Gary Ervin, SCHD;  Jim McCloud and Carroll Hunter, Genesis Health Care; Stephen Warne, Nathan Rifenburg, Candace Sorensen,  ALSO Out Youth (ALSO); Derrick Fabian, Bethesda House, Catholic Diocese of Venice; Joyce Randall, Jose Burgess, Coastal Behavioral Healthcare (CBHC), Inc.; Phillip Brooks, Carol Howard, Chapelle Washington, FSOS; Susan Terry, John Perez, Serena Miller, CAN;  Susan Puchalla, Sarasota County School Board; Ken Wingate, Community Advocate; Valerie Wojciechowicz, Community Advocate; Carol Hart, Southwest Florida Community AIDS Quilts (SWFCAQ); Norman  Carmel. Temple Sinai, Seder of Hope; Hope Wulliman, Hank Huber, Trinity Charities (TC); John Runde, Amy Zamot, Dianna King, Gail Counts, Area 8, Department of Health (DOH); Andrew Reese, Sarasota Health and Rehab Center; Rev. Tom Newman, Shrine of the Master Church; Rev. Kelvin Lumpkin, Abundance Life Christian Center (ALCC); Victoria Brown, Dollar Dynasty, Inc.; Michelle Gaines, SPARCC; Garry Bruel, Suncoast AIDS theater Project; 

	Members Present:   Chair:  John Acevedo,

Members Present: John Perez,  Serena Miller, Susan Terry, Sue Tharp, Gary Ervin, Scott Pritchard, Joan Surso, Amy Lovejoy, Dr. Lisa Merritt, Pat Wolfson, Bill Carter, Garry Breul, Julia Espada,  Nan Gould, Carol Howard, Julie Murphy (Guest), Hope Wulliman, Hank Huber


Purpose of Meeting:  HIV/AIDS Network of Sarasota (HANS) monthly meeting 
	ISSUE
	RESPONSIBLE PERSON
	ACTION
	TARGET COMPLETION DATE/
Contact Person 
	STATUS: 
  a. Completed
  b. Discontinued

  c. In Progress

  d. Referred To

	I.  Welcome/Introduction 

	John Acevedo

	John welcomed and thanked everyone for attending today’s meeting.  Carol Howard was introduced as First Step of Sarasota representative and Julie Murphy was introduced as a guest of Dr. Merritt.  
	11/3/08
	a.

	II.  Review/Approve Minutes 5/5/08 Meeting

	John Acevedo
	Minutes from the last HANS meeting on 10/6/08 were sent via e-mail to all members prior to the meeting.  John asked for any other comments, changes or corrections to the minutes.  No changes were noted, Bill moved the minutes be approved as written, seconded by Dr. Merritt; all members approved unanimously.  
	11/3/08
	a.

	III.  Committee Reports 

	
	
	
	

	A.  Prevention Committee 
	

	
	
	

	 1.  World AIDS Day (WAD) Committee 

	John Perez 
	John stated the World AIDS Day and AIDS Walk 2008 committee will meet every Tuesday till the event on 11/22/08 at New College of Florida.  All plans are coming along nicely.  He stated the World AIDS Day has a web site is up and being updated with new information as it becomes available, he asked everyone to please check it out at www.manasotaworldaidsday.org  To date over 38  agencies are signed up to participate in this year’s Health/Wellness Expo (17 agencies in Sarasota and 11 in Manatee County), two restaurants, several local bands from area high schools, and local media coverage has started with the Radio Station and TV Comcast thanks to Rochelle Herman and Heath Beat of America.  Joan stated flyers and posters are available on the back of the room, and she asked everyone to please help distribute in the community.  Rochelle and John have PSA on both Comcast and Bright House cable networks.  The World AIDS Day breakfast will be on Monday, December 1st at the Holiday Inn in downtown Bradenton.  Manatee CHD is sponsoring the event and invitations will be sent out this week to area agencies within HANS.  Susan asked that HANS members show their support of this collaboration and make plans to attend at 8am to 10am.  Sarasota County has nominated three individuals to be honored this day from our community per the World AIDS Day committee members.  
	11/22/08
	c.

	2.  Multidisciplinary Patient Care Committee 
	Susan Terry 
	Susan stated the state guidelines for Ryan White and other state funding programs with the state changed their eligibility requirements effective immediately from 350 of poverty level to 400 and did away with the $12,000 limit in assets to no dollar limit in assets.  Dr. Merritt stated this was good for clients, but it may present issues for agencies since no additional funds were provided for case management or the programs budgets either. Agencies may have to deal with wait list of clients in the future.
	11/3/08
	c.

	3.  Interfaith Committee 
	John Acevedo 
	John stated he would like to table this for the January 2009 agenda for HANS to discuss.  
	1/5/08
	


	ISSUE
	RESPONSIBLE PERSON
	ACTION
	TARGET COMPLETION DATE
	

	3. “Out in the Open/MSM”  Report 

	John Acevedo
	John stated he met with Scott and Scott has finalized the report but he could not get it to print for the meeting today.  He will e-mail to all HANS members shortly.  Scott and John said some of interesting things that came out of the report include many MSM stated they do discuss their sexual history with their medical provider, thoughts centered around perhaps offering a training for health care providers on sexual histories to assist them in feeling more comfortable in the dialogue with clients since the MSM stated they would like more educational information from their providers.  HANS may wish to consider developing a flyer for posting in medical providers offices on HIV testing, World AIDS Day and other topics.  
	11/3/08
	c.

	B.  Multidisciplinary Patient Care Committee 
	Susan Terry 
	Susan stated the local HOPWA (Housing Opportunity for Persons With AIDS) includes two local agencies with case managers in Manatee and Sarasota County:  Community AIDS Network and Manatee County Rural Health Services, Michael Back Center as to working with HIV positive clients who need assistance with housing, rent, and utilities in our community.   The current contract with HOPWA for dollars in our community comes from the Federal Government down to the City of Sarasota.  Other counties in Area 8 the funding goes through the Health Planning Council (HPC) located in Fort Myers from DOH, state funding source.  Discussion has taken place in the past to move the recipient of funds from the City of Sarasota to the City of Bradenton, but the City of Bradenton refused to accept the contract at this time. Clark advised us on the current situation with HOPWA dollars and the short fall expected this year with the economic factors in the nation.  The contract with the City o Sarasota will be signed on 10/30/08 but it is felt the money will be used up very shortly.  Clark stated the federal guidelines are stricter than the Area 8 rules for HOPWA.  Sarasota has tried to become funded under Area 8 and Gail Counts is working on it, but the City of Sarasota may not be willing to give up the contract with HUD for HOPWA.  
	11/3/08
	d.

	C.  Interfaith Committee 
	John Acevedo 
	John thanked April for her work in the community in networking with the local churches in our community.  He stated he would like to work to get more churches involved with HANS and asked for members to provide names, contact information and he will follow up with them to invite them to HANS and to provide them with information on HIV/AIDS and how they can help.  Dr. Merritt stated she is working with 40 people on 11/12 at New Bethel Church.  Hope stated Cross Roads Church is hosting a presentation with local social service agencies on 11/8 at 7pm with Pastor File along with a Homeless seminar there (not sure of the date).  Discussion took place as to the importance of having food, incentives and information for congregations with HIV presentations.  Garry stated on 11/30 a concert is being hosted at St. Paul Luther Church for PLWHA in the community.  He stated HANS might want to consider contacting the local Christian radio stations with a PSA on HANS and HIV testing.  
	11/3/08
	d.

	D.  Regional HIV/AIDS Committee (RHAC) 
	Jim McCloud
	Jim was not present to present an update on RHAC.  John stated at the last HANS meeting we discussed voting on our new alternate delegate for RHAC from HANS.  Susan moved that Bill Carter be nominated for this position, seconded by Dr. Merritt.  Bill stated FSOS has agreed to allow him to serve in this position.  HANS members unanimously voted to have Bill has our HANS alternate representative for RHAC effective for the next meeting.  
	111/3/08
	d.

	E  SCG/SCHD Grant 2008-2009 
	
Bill Carter 
	Bill stated the SCG/SCHD grant has been signed and the agencies who are working collaboratively on this grant include:  ALSO Out Youth, Genesis Health Services, Multicultural Health Institute, Project Challenge and Community AIDS Network.  He stated they are already working on their deliverables for the month of October and have met the level as required per the contract for the month.  Staff meetings with the local agencies will begin every two weeks to ensure deliverables are met and discuss outreach activities.  Bill will report on monthly updates to HANS.    Dr. Merritt stated this is an exciting initiative to see HANS collaborating with one grant application this year.  She and Susan thanked John and Joan for their work in the process.  
	10/6/08
	c.

	F. STD Sarasota County Data Report
	Gary Ervin 
	Gary stated the SCHD has a second Medical Mobile Unit (MMU) and it will be used by the ECDC division for outreach events.  It does not require a special driver’s license to take it out.  He stated the SCHD recently received their training on Rapid Ora Quick (ROQ) and will be offering this type of HIV Testing on the MMU and to clients in the STD clinic who are high risk.  This second MMU will be available for HANS member agencies to partner with the SCHD on outreach events for ROQ HIV Testing and STD testing (urine Chlamydia and Gonorrhea).  It should be ready sometime after the first year after being retrofit for certain specifics for outreach activities and will called “Health in Motion 2”. 
	10/6/08
	a.

	G.  Update Upcoming Trainings 
	John Perez
	John reminded everyone to please see him after the meeting if you are interested in attending the upcoming trainings this month at CAN.  Focus Group trainings will be offered on 11/6 and 11/7, this week.  The Focus Group trainings are being sponsored by DOH. Bureau of HIV/AIDS and will be presented by Jacksonville State University staff.  VOICES/VOCES training will be on 11/12 and 11/13 with one day of training on 11/12 for Project Unity staff and other day open to others in the community to attend.  John needs to know names of agencies sending staff to ensure training kits are made available for each agency attending.   John and Serena both discussed the importance of the training on providing fundamental HIV/AIDS techniques and facilitating small groups.  
	11/3/08
	a.

	H.    HANS Web Site Update
	Joan Surso 
	Joan stated the HANS web site is now available in Spanish and gave a special thanks to Rachelle Santiago for her work and John Acevedo in making this happen.  During the month of October, the number of hits on the web site grew by over 100.  Susan stated it will be interesting to see the numbers in January.  
	11/3/08
	a.

	IV.  New Business 
	
	
	
	

	a.  Sarasota Strategic Prevention Plan 2008-2010
	Joan Surso 
	Joan stated she was unable to present the report today due to technical difficulties. Susan asked what was in the report and how it was developed.  Joan stated Broward County did a similar plan with grant funding two years ago.  Scott, Lauren and Joan worked on this plan without grant funding, but got the data from the DOH as to the past 9 years of HIV/AIDS data.  The report includes HANS and RHAC strategic goals and objectives and aligns our outreach activities in our community with the recent HIV testing and education for the 2008/2009 grant.  Susan asked that before the report is presented in January for the Strategic Planning Committee to review and provide comments.  Susan, Marilyn, Dr. Merritt, John and Joan, along with anyone else who wishes to meet to discuss, please see Susan after the meeting.  She will arrange for a meeting date/time to discuss.  
	1/5/09
	d.

	b.  Update HANS Members
	Nan Gould 
Joan Surso 
Dr. Merritt 
Garry Breul

Serena Miller 


	Nan announced that PPSWCF fundraiser “SAFE SEX” on 11/15 from 8pm to 12 Midnight at Dolphin Aviation for more information call 365-3913.

Joan stated VARHS testing is now available through the SCHD via a grant DOH has received to test all new HIV positives as to antiretroviral drug testing resistance at SCHD with blood specimens sent to Jacksonville lab.  Sue and Gary are the contact persons to work with as to new HIV positives having this special testing performed.  
Dr. Merritt introduced her guest, Julie Murphy who provided an brief presentation on “466664” an AIDS innovative Campaign on HIV educational awareness.  It is new to the US and was started by Nelson Mandela.  The numbers represent Nelson’s year in prison and his prison number, for more information go to the web site www.46664com . 

 Garry stated the Suncoast AIDS Theater project will be performing at this year’s World AIDS Day and AIDS Walk with a 15 minute program.  He distributed a flyer promoting the upcoming free “World AIDS Day Concert” on Sunday, November 30th at St. Paul Lutheran Church from 7-8pm.  The concert will be raising dollars for AIDS programs in our community.
Serena reminded everyone of the upcoming Health Fair on Saturday, November 8th for Homeless in our community.  The day starts with breakfast at 8am and the health fair begins at 10am.  For more information, see Serena after the meeting.  


	10/6/08
	a.

	 V.  Adjournment/Next Meeting 
	John Acevedo 
	There being no further business the meeting adjourned at 11:00 A..M.  John reminded everyone there would be no HANS meeting in December due to World AIDS Day and wished everyone a Happy Holiday season!  The next meeting of HANS will be on Monday, January 5th at 10:00 am at Community AIDS Network (CAN).   
	1/5/09
	a.
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