HIV/AIDS Network of Sarasota (HANS) 
Committee Meeting Minutes 
	Location:  Community AIDS Network (CAN), 1231 North Tuttle Ave. 

	Chair:  John Acevedo, CAN

	Date/Time:  February 4, 2008  at 10:00 am to 12:00 Noon 

	Membership Roster:
Chair: John Acevedo, Community AIDS Network(CAN); Vice Chair: Bill Carter, First Step of Sarasota (FSOS);  Secretary: Joan Surso, Sarasota County Health Department (SCHD); Nan Gould, Marilyn Anderson, Pat Wolfson, Planned Parenthood of Southwest and Central Florida, Inc.(PPSWCF); April Glasco and Amy Lovejoy, Second Chance Last Opportunity (SCLO); Dr. Lisa Merritt, Julia Espada, Multicultural Health Institute (MHI);  Bettina Tyler, Project Challenge of the West Coast, Inc.; Christine Griffith, Sue Tharp, Scott Pritchard, Lauren Zink, Gary Ervin, SCHD;  Jim McCloud and Carroll Hunter, Genesis Health Care; Stephen Warne, Nathan Rifenburg, Candace Sorensen,  ALSO Out Youth (ALSO); Derrick Fabian, Bethesda House, Catholic Diocese of Venice; Joyce Randall, Jose Burgess, Coastal Behavioral Healthcare (CBHC), Inc.; Phillip Brooks, Chapelle Washington, FSOS; Susan Terry, CAN;  Susan Puchalla, Sarasota County School Board; Ken Wingate, Community Advocate; Valerie Wojciechowicz, Community Advocate; Carol Hart, Southwest Florida Community AIDS Quilts (SWFCAQ); Norman  Carmel. Temple Sinai, Seder of Hope; Hope Wulliman, Trinity Charities (TC); John Runde, Amy Zamot, Dianna King, Gail Counts, Area 8, Department of Health (DOH); Andrew Reese, Sarasota Health and Rehab Center; Rev. Tom Newman, Shrine of the Master Church; 

	Members Present:   Chair:  John Acevedo, Susan Terry, Dr. David Bloom, CAN; Bill Carter, FSOS; Nan Gould, Marilyn Anderson, PPSWCF; Sue Tharp, Lauren Zink, Scott Pritchard, Chris Griffith, Joan Surso, SCHD; Kenyatta Howard, SCLO; Dr. Lisa Merritt, MHI; Jim McCloud, Carroll Hunter, GHC; Valerie Wojciechowicz, Community Advocate, John Runde, Area 8, DOH; Hope Wulliman, TC;


Purpose of Meeting:  HIV/AIDS Network of Sarasota (HANS) monthly meeting 
	ISSUE
	RESPONSIBLE PERSON
	ACTION
	TARGET COMPLETION DATE/
Contact Person 
	STATUS: 
  a. Completed
  b. Discontinued

  c. In Progress

  d. Referred To

	I.  Welcome/Introduction 

	John Acevedo


	John thanked and welcomed everyone for coming to the meeting.  Everyone went around and introduced themselves and the agency they represent.
	
	a.

	II.  Review/Approve Minutes 1/11/5/07 Meeting

	John Acevedo
	Minutes from the last HANS meeting on 1/111/08 were sent via e-mail to all members prior to the meeting.  John asked for any comments, changes or corrections to the minutes.  None were made.  Susan moved the minutes be approved as written, seconded by Scott.  The committee members voted to approve unanimously. 
	
	a.

	III.  Committee Reports 

	
	
	
	

	A.  Prevention Committee 
	

	
	
	d.

	 1.  World AIDS Day (WAD) Committee 

	John Acevedo 
	John stated the WAD Committee members met for a wrap-up meeting.  Seven surveys were returned per Health and Wellness Expo participants out of 23 with the overwhelming positive event for this year’s WAD events on 12/1/07.   Nan stated the surveys indicated more need for media coverage and more marketing messages in the community as to the events.    People commented they liked the collaboration of the agencies in the community this year.  Even through a small turnout for the events, everything was well organized.  John said the turnout for this event as to collaboration with community agencies was better then ever with WAD events sponsored in the past between Manatee and Sarasota counties together.  John this year’s WAD had better community partners involved in the planning and sponsorship of the events.  John stated the overall cost in volunteer time to sponsor this event included over $65,000 versus the $9,000 raised to offer the events on 12/1/07.  This may not be the most cost effective means for using volunteers and raising funds for WAD in our community for next year.  John said it might be nice next year to tag with AIDS Walk as to advertising for the WAD events planned.   John, Michael and Chris will be meeting with Bill Little to discus planning for WAD 2008 and discussion of HIV education versus testing in our community.  HANS members asked for John to put something in writing before sharing with Bill and send to all HANS members for review.  After that meeting, WAD committee formation will begin in February 2008 for WAD 2008.  
	
	c.


A-Team
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	ISSUE
	RESPONSIBLE PERSON
	ACTION
	TARGET COMPLETION DATE
	

	2.  National Black HIV Awareness Day (2/7/08)

 
	Joan Surso 
	Joan thanked all members of HANS for their participation in this year’s NBHAD events.  The press release may be found on the HANS web site.  John and Dr. Merritt will be partnering for a live radio talk show on 2/7 with Rochelle of Health Beat of America.  
	
	a.

	3.  National Women and Children’s HIV Awareness Day (3/10/08)
	Joan Surso
	Joan stated the registration forms for the upcoming NWCHAD went out and they are due back to her by 2/11/08 in order to meet media deadlines.  To date only one agency has responded.  Dianne Shipley is working on this year’s press release.   Valerie offered to be interviewed but wants to see the article before printed since she has done interviews in the past and they have not been written the way she was interviewed.  HANS’s members felt an article from local papers angle might be “Reality: Living with HIV/AIDS and how it impacts your everyday life”.    John stated HANS needs to work on developing Marketing/Media Plan not just ask SCHD to do Press Releases.  John, Dianne Shipley and Joan to meet next week to continue this discussion, more at the next meeting. 
	
	c.

	4. New Department of Health (DOH) Report “Out in the Open” 

	John Acevedo 
	John stated the Ad Hoc committee has met once to discuss this report and how to address locally in our community.  He said he has talked with the state DOH, MSM representative, Lorenzo; Scott Tims with Collier CHD; Hope Wulliman with Trinity MCC; and others as to developing an MSM survey to be used with focus groups in the community.  Carroll Hunter asked to be included in this Ad Hoc committee and the development of any survey tool used with focus groups.  John said it is going to be a challenge to address MSM in our community in an open dialogue since many men do not openly identify as MSM in our community (down low).  Once the survey tool is developed it will be shared with HANS’s members.  HANS will need to be working to get focus groups identified and together to be a part of the dialogue.  It was stated HANS’s member agencies may not be able to address this report without influx of funding from DOH or others due to lack of staffing and money.  Scott suggested contacting USF to see if they could help to address this matter with HANS in our community since they have a real interest in Public Health issues like this one.  John asked if the Ad Hoc committee could meet again on 2/25 from 10 am to 12 noon at CAN to continue the discussion on this report.  Jim stated he felt the black churches in our community were not doing enough to help address the MSM/down low in our community as to HIV/AIDS.  Marilyn stated she has worked with focus groups in the past and offered to assist with any focus group process HANS may offer for MSM.   
	
	c.

	5.  Multidisciplinary Patient Care Committee 
	John Acevedo
	John stated this committee has not met and there is no business to report at this time. 
	
	d.

	6.  Regional HIV/AIDS Committee (RHAC) 
	Jim McCloud
	Jim stated the last RHAC meeting a representative from DOH attended, Marlene LaLota from the Bureau of HIV/AIDS.  He was able to address concerns directly with her as to HIV testing in our community as related to Rapid Ora Quick.  She provided an update as to funding issues as related to HIV/AIDS in our state, number of HIV tests done statewide, and prevention grants for this coming year.  She stressed to members of Area 8 to seek funding from other sources due to decreased funding for HIV/AIDS from CDC and DOH in the future.  
	
	c.

	5.   Sarasota County Statistics on HIV Testing Done in 2007 and PLWHA  
	Scott Pritchard 
	Scott provided an update as to the HIV testing done in our community in 2007 (see sheet developed and distributed).   Scott stated HANS needs to look at were the HIV testing in being done since not finding new HIV tests (0.45% positive rate in 2007 versus 0.85 positive rates in 2006).  20% of all HIV testing was done on Hispanics in our community versus MSM 390 identified as risk factor out of 5890 HIV tests done in 2007.  John stated DOH is asking them to make sure clients offered Rapid Ora  Quick are high risk individuals and not just want this faster method of receiving results.  Jim stated he is looking into obtaining a Cleo Waiver for Genesis Health Services to receive Rapid Ora Quick HIV testing by purchasing the test method in the future. Sue offered to have a discussion with State Lab as to costs and other data as to Jim’s request as related to Rapid HIV testing.  
	
	c.

	IV. New Business 
	
	
	
	

	A.  Update per Planned Parenthood 
	Nan Gould
	Nan stated Planned Parenthood Source Teen Theatre would be performing at Sarasota High School with the “Joel’s Story” and she will e-mail the information to all members after the meeting.  
	
	a.

	B.   Trinity Charities 
	Hope Wulliman 
	Hope stated TC is working on updating their web site to include Case Management items in the future.  Dr. Vaga is working with TC to provide free items for HIV/AIDS individuals in the community.  The web site will be “getdonations.com”. 
	
	c.

	C.   Volunteer Gatekeeper Update 
	Dr. Lisa Merritt 
	Dr. Merritt stated two new volunteer gatekeepers were recently trained in the HIV 500 and 501 and will be working at New College.  She was reminded that ALSO Out Youth’s grant with DOH is for HIV testing at New College and she was encouraged to network with ALSO as to the volunteers working with them as to HIV testing on the campus.  
	
	c.

	D.   Area 8/DOH 
	John Runde 
	John stated he brought DOH brochures and any one interested in picking them up after the meeting, they are located on the table in the back of the room.  
	
	a.

	 V.  Next Meeting 
	
	The next meeting of HANS’s will be on Monday, March 3rd at 10:00 am at Community AIDS Network (CAN).   A special Ad Hoc meeting will be on 2/25 from 10 am to 12 noon at CAN. 
	
	

	VI.  Adjourned 
	
	There being no further business the meeting adjourned at 11:05 am.  
	
	


