HIV/AIDS Network of Sarasota (HANS) 
Committee Meeting Minutes 
	Location:  Community AIDS Network (CAN), 1231 North Tuttle Ave. 

	Chair:  John Acevedo, CAN

	Date/Time:  July 7, 2008 10:00 am to 12:00 Noon 

	Membership Roster:
Chair: John Acevedo, Community AIDS Network(CAN); Vice Chair: Bill Carter, First Step of Sarasota (FSOS);  Secretary: Joan Surso, Sarasota County Health Department (SCHD); Nan Gould, Marilyn Anderson, Pat Wolfson, Planned Parenthood of Southwest and Central Florida, Inc.(PPSWCF); April Glasco and Amy Lovejoy, Second Chance Last Opportunity (SCLO); Dr. Lisa Merritt, Julia Espada, Multicultural Health Institute (MHI);  Bettina Tyler, Project Challenge of the West Coast, Inc.; Christine Griffith, Sue Tharp, Scott Pritchard, Lauren Zink, Gary Ervin, SCHD;  Jim McCloud and Carroll Hunter, Genesis Health Care; Stephen Warne, Nathan Rifenburg, Candace Sorensen,  ALSO Out Youth (ALSO); Derrick Fabian, Bethesda House, Catholic Diocese of Venice; Joyce Randall, Jose Burgess, Coastal Behavioral Healthcare (CBHC), Inc.; Phillip Brooks, Chapelle Washington, FSOS; Susan Terry, CAN;  Susan Puchalla, Sarasota County School Board; Ken Wingate, Community Advocate; Valerie Wojciechowicz, Community Advocate; Carol Hart, Southwest Florida Community AIDS Quilts (SWFCAQ); Norman  Carmel. Temple Sinai, Seder of Hope; Hope Wulliman, Trinity Charities (TC); John Runde, Amy Zamot, Dianna King, Gail Counts, Area 8, Department of Health (DOH); Andrew Reese, Sarasota Health and Rehab Center; Rev. Tom Newman, Shrine of the Master Church; Rev. Kelvin Lumpkin, Abundance Life Christian Center (ALCC); Victoria Brown, Dollar Dynasty, Inc.; Michelle Gaines, SPARCC

	Members Present:   Chair:  John Acevedo,

Members Present: John Perez,  Serena Miller, Nan Gould, Scott Pritchard, Sue Tharp, Joan Surso, April Glasco, Kenyatta Howard, Dr. Lisa Merritt, Jim McCloud, Bettina Tyler, Michelle Gaines, Rebecca Kostopoulos-Student Intern SCHD Summer 


Purpose of Meeting:  HIV/AIDS Network of Sarasota (HANS) monthly meeting 
	ISSUE
	RESPONSIBLE PERSON
	ACTION
	TARGET COMPLETION DATE/
Contact Person 
	STATUS: 
  a. Completed
  b. Discontinued

  c. In Progress

  d. Referred To

	I.  Welcome/Introduction 

	John Acevedo

	John welcomed and thanked everyone for attending today’s meeting.  Everyone went around and introduced themselves.  Rebecca Kostopoulos, an Intern with SCHD and Michelle Gaines with SPARCC were welcomed as new representatives.  
	
	a.

	II.  Review/Approve Minutes 5/5/08 Meeting

	John Acevedo
	Minutes from the last HANS meeting on 6/208 were sent via e-mail to all members prior to the meeting.  John asked for any other comments, changes or corrections to the minutes.  John P. moved the minutes be approved as written, seconded by Nan, all members approved as revised unanimously. 
	
	a.

	III.  Committee Reports 

	
	
	
	

	A.  Prevention Committee 
	

	
	
	

	 1.  World AIDS Day (WAD) Committee 

	John Perez 
	John stated the World AIDS Day committee last met on June 17th with the next meeting tomorrow on 7/8/08 at 11am at New College of Florida (NCF).  He invited anyone interested in joining the committee to attend the meeting.  The announcements and minutes are on the HANS web site.  This year’s event will be on 11/22/08 at NCF with Manatee and Sarasota County representatives serving on the community and combining the events planned with this year’s AIDS Walk 2008.  The Chair for WAD 2008 is Rochelle Herman with Co-Chairs, one from Manatee County, one from Sarasota County and AIDS Walk, Hope Wulliman.  WAD committee meetings will be twice a month the first and third Tuesday of each month and are open to all interested persons/agencies.    A Health/Wellness Expo is being planned from 12 noon to 4pm at NCF with mobile units from both Manatee and Sarasota CHD being present.  
	
	c.

	2.  Prevention Subcommittee/Marketing Committee 
	John Perez 
	John A. stated Serena was not present to report, an update will be provided at the next HANS meeting.
	
	c.


	ISSUE
	RESPONSIBLE PERSON
	ACTION
	TARGET COMPLETION DATE
	

	3. “Out in the Open/MSM”  Report 

	John Acevedo
	John stated 114 surveys have been received but only 80 will be able to be used due to others with incomplete answers.  Ideally he would have liked 100 completed surveys.  John and Scott will work on tabulating the results of the survey and hope to have a report for HANS by the next meeting.  Survey responses were from 80% white, 15% African American and 5% Hispanics.   John said he hopes the final report may be helpful for physicians in talking with their MSM clients as to prevention messages.  Dr. Merritt said she thought the survey results reflect a good demographic overview of our community population.  John stated the Focus Groups did not get accomplished due to many conflicts in scheduling.   More at the next HANS meeting on the survey and analysis.
	
	c.

	4.  New Department of Health Report: “Organizing Survive SISTA”
	John Acevedo
	John gave a brief summary of the most recent DOH report on the web site as to Women and HIV/AIDS in our state.  Dr. Merritt asked if DOH was providing dollars for this report in key counties and John stated to date no.  He stated the report was given at a recent DOH conference and demonstrates the need to mobilize the African American women in our community to get tested for HIV and to discuss prevention with their partners.  DOH goal is to increase the number of African American women who get tested annually in Florida from 62,000 to 100,000 between the ages of 18 to 45.  Scott suggested each agency review their HIV testing and counseling data to see if they are conducting HIV testing to this population and focus on increasing this target population in our community.  John stated this report reflects the importance of offering Evidence Based Interventions (EBI)  to target this population like CAN offers SISTA.  To learn more go to the CDC web site to learn more about EBIs.  
	
	c.

	B.  Multidisciplinary Patient Care Committee 
	John Acevedo 
	John stated the Patient Care committee has not met.  Jim stated at the last HANS meeting it was suggested that this committee between CAN and SCHD staff who serve HIV/AIDS clients develop goals/objectives for RHAC plan and report to HANS than share with RHAC as to our county.  John said he would work with Chris to see the two agencies meet to discuss and develop the goals before the next HANS meeting and approve before presenting to the next RHAC meeting in August.  
	8/4/08
	d.

	D.  Regional HIV/AIDS Committee (RHAC) 
	Jim McCloud
	Jim stated the next RHAC meeting will be in August and he hopes to have our local goals for them at this meeting per the Multidisciplinary Patient Care Committee as agreed upon at the last HANS meeting.   Jim stated he would like to know the RHAC dollar amount being funded to both CAN and SCHD to provide patient care services at the next HANS meeting too like was reported in the past it will be helpful for him to advocate for services/dollars in our community at RHAC meetings as our local representative.  
	8/4/08
	d.

	IV. New Business 
	
	
	
	

	A.  Faith Based Committee 
	John Acevedo

 
	John stated he has been thinking about the how HANS could be working with local faith based churches on HIV/AIDS issues with the congregation.  He stated it all started with a client who stated she went to our pastor to talk about her recent HIV positive status and was shunned/discriminated against in their church afterwards.  This upset the patient so much since they were reaching out for help from within their faith.  John said he has spoken to several pastors in the community who have stated they would be interested in forming a group to learn more about HIV/AIDS and offer support services within their churches for PLWHA, a compassionate care approach and other ways to be involved in our community.  To date interested churches include:  Cross Roads United Methodist; MCC; Unitarian; and Abundant Life.  TruVine Missionary Baptist has been doing HIV related activities for several years in their community.  April agreed to be the contact person as a pastor with the 15 churches in our community that meet the first Wednesday of each month.  Amy Zamot with Area 8 is also available to be of assistance with this initiative and she is a pastor as well.  Dr. Merritt stated she would like to see the Gatekeepers involved in any initiatives that may develop through this committee.  John asked everyone to bring a list of names of churches/pastors who may be interested in being a part of this initiative to the next HANS meeting.  Jim stated he has given up on the faith based concept he tried to work with them 10 plus years ago and they were not interested in helping with HIV/AIDS initiatives.  John stated HANS needs a clear plan on how to offer HIV testing, education, referrals and support groups in working with the churches.  
	8/4/08
	d.

	B.   STD Sarasota County Data Report
	Scott Pritchard 
	Scott was present the STD rates for our community in two graph formats, one with zip codes as to highest infection rates and one with 2007 STD incidence rates for Chlamydia, gonorrhea and syphilis to the committee.  He stated the highest rates per zip codes are in Newtown and North Port.  Both areas have a younger population in the county.  Newtown has almost 2% infection rate for STD for the population.  He stated a problem with these STD is that some do not have any signs/symptoms and clients do not always seek treatment.  Sue stated the rates may be on the increase due to the new urine testing method being used by DOH for STD detection versus gen probes.  Jim asked if the goal would be to combine HIV/STD testing in our community.  Joan and Sue stated if you are interested in conducting STD testing to contact the lab in Jacksonville with DOH to develop a memorandum of agreement.  Sue will share with HANS’s member contact information for gen probes with Inverness the distributor.  SCHH Medical Mobile Unit does combined STD and HIV testing in the community.  Scott stated SCHD DIS/STD staff our not focusing on outreach but with contacts exposed to STD.  Joan stated DOE and DOH are working together on project to go into the schools with program entitled “Get Real about AIDS” and giving presentations to teachers and school health nurses on how to talk with youth in grades 4-12 on STD and HIV/AIDS.  John stated this is important initiative between the two agencies in our state and glad to see our local school district is following with this program.  Jim asked if STD reports could be made regularly to HANS’s members. Scott stated Gary Ervin is a member of HANS and he will provide them as needed and if specific reports are needed he will assist Gary with them. 
	
	a.

	c  Update HANS Members
	April Glasco
Dr. Lisa Merritt 

Jim McCloud
Joan Surso 
	April stated SCLO will be hosting a “S.E.X in the City” seminar for youth ages 15-25 on August 13-16 on a variety of topics (i.e.: rape, HIV/AIDS, pregnancy prevention, STD, Drug Abuse, etc.).  SEX stands for Social Encouragement Xchange.  The training will be at Cross Roads church from 9am to 2pm each day with breakfast and lunch being served and then in the evening from 5-8pm.  
Dr. Merritt stated she and Carroll Hunter would be speaking at the upcoming DOH conference on the Gatekeeper project on 8/14/08.  More later on this conference. Dr. Merritt asked if anyone responded to her e-mail as to Advocacy project.  John stated about 4 years ago HANS voted to not get involved with Advocacy issues.   Dr. Merritt said she feels advocacy is directly related to possible funding initiatives as to letters of support or other issues and would like to see this topic on the HANS agenda at the next meeting. DOH employees are not permitted to be involved with advocacy/lobbing or other political issues as state employees.  If anyone is interested in supporting the PEP Smart project please contact Dr. Merritt directly. 

Jim asked what was happening with grant RFA collaboration in HANS with DOH and other grants. John stated CAN was working on RFA application for DOH grant and is willing to collaborate with other agencies.  John stated he will be asking HANS members for letter of support. April stated she is applying for a RFA grant and is willing to collaborate too. Jim stated his agency was unclear if they would apply for an RFA grant in collaboration or solo this year.  Dr. Merritt stated she would like to see more information from HANS’s members as to what they are doing at each meeting and to bring a calendar as to events planned for the year to the next HANS meeting. 
Joan reminded everyone to please make sure your staff are using the Ora Sure according to manufacturers directions since DOH laboratories are finding many with inadequate testing specimens being sent due to not following time frame for collection of specimens 2-5 minutes. 
	
	a.

	 V.  Adjournment/Next Meeting 
	John Acevedo 
	There being no further business the meeting adjourned at 11:55 A.M.  The next meeting of HANS’s will be on Monday, August 4th  at 10:00 am at Community AIDS Network (CAN).   
	8/4/08
	a.


