HANS Minutes 3/2/09


HIV/AIDS Network of Southwest Florida (HANS) 
Committee Meeting Minutes 
	Location:  Community AIDS Network (CAN), 1231 North Tuttle Ave. 

	Chair:  John Acevedo, CAN

	Date/Time:  March 2, 2009 10:00 am to 12:00 Noon 

	Membership Roster:
Chair: John Acevedo, Community AIDS Network(CAN); Vice Chair: Bill Carter, First Step of Sarasota (FSOS);  Secretary: Joan Surso, Sarasota County Health Department (SCHD); Nan Gould, Marilyn Anderson, KT Curran, Pat Wolfson, Planned Parenthood of Southwest and Central Florida, Inc.(PPSWCF); April Glasco and Amy Lovejoy, Denise Lowery, David Goldman, Dewan Lowmar, Jodie Yeakel, Second Chance Last Opportunity (SCLO); Dr. Lisa Merritt, Julia Espada, Multicultural Health Institute (MHI);  Bettina Tyler, Project Challenge of the West Coast, Inc.; Christine Griffith, Sue Tharp, Gary Ervin, Scott Pritchard, Lauren Zink, Gary Ervin, SCHD;  Jim McCloud and Bill Carter, Genesis Health Care; Stephen Warne, Candace Sorensen,  ALSO Out Youth (ALSO); Sandy Gallagher, Bethesda House, Catholic Diocese of Venice; Jose Burgess, Coastal Behavioral Healthcare (CBHC), Inc.; Phillip Brooks, Bill Carter, Carol Howard, Chapelle Washington, FSOS; Susan Terry, John Perez, Serena Miller, and John Acevedo, CAN;  Susan Puchalla, Sarasota County School Board; Valerie Wojciechowicz, Community Advocate; Carol Hart, Southwest Florida Community AIDS Quilts (SWFCAQ); Norman  Carmel. Temple Sinai, Seder of Hope; Hope Wulliman, Hank Huber, Trinity Charities (TC); Clarke Kirby, Amy Zamot, Dianna King, and Gail Counts, Area 8, Department of Health (DOH); Andrew Reese, Sarasota Health and Rehab Center; Rev. Tom Newman, Shrine of the Master Church; Rev. Kelvin Lumpkin, Abundance Life Christian Center (ALCC); Victoria Brown, Dollar Dynasty, Inc.; Michelle Gaines, SPARCC; Garry Bruel, Suncoast AIDS theater Project; Elva Hernandez, The Florida Center, Healthy Families Sarasota; Darren Denney, James Denney, and Cheryl Goodrich, Clients First Pharmacy; and Chris Mottram, Hedges Pharmacy. 

	Members Present:  Chair:  John Acevedo,

Members Present: Bettina Tyler, Nan Gould, Stephen Warne, Gary Ervin, Dr. Lisa Merritt, Jim McCloud, Bill Carter, Darren Denney,  James Denney, Cheryl Goodrich, Serena Miller, John Perez, Sandy Gallagher, Lawrence Simon, Chris Mottram, Sue Tharp, Carol Howard, Elva Hernandez, Joan Surso


-0-
Purpose of Meeting:  HIV/AIDS Network of Sarasota (HANS) monthly meeting 
	ISSUE
	RESPONSIBLE PERSON
	ACTION
	TARGET COMPLETION DATE/
Contact Person 
	STATUS: 
  a. Completed
  b. Discontinued

  c. In Progress

  d. Referred To

	I.  Welcome/Introduction 

	John Acevedo 
	John welcomed and thanked everyone for attending today’s meeting and everyone knew each other so introductions were passed. 
	3/2//09
	a.

	II.  New Members
	John Acevedo 
	John introduced new agencies to HANS: Hedges Pharmacy, Clients First Pharmacy and The Florida Center, Healthy Families Sarasota.  
	3/2/09
	a.

	III.  Review/Approve Minutes 1//5/09 Meeting

	John Acevedo
	Minutes from the last HANS meeting on 2/3/09 were sent via e-mail to all members prior to the meeting.  Dr. Merritt moved the minutes be approved, second3ed by John P.  All members unanimously approved the minutes as written.
	3/2/09
	a.

	IV.  Committee Reports 

	
	
	
	

	A.  Prevention Committee 
	

	
	
	

	1.   World AIDS Day 2009
	John Perez
	John stated he hopes to have a World AIDS Day 2009 meeting this month.  He is willing to Co-Chair and would like a representative from Manatee CHD to be Co-Chair.    He is waiting to hear from Greg Hite at New College of Florida as to a date/time. 
	3/2/09
	a.

	2.  National Women and Girls HIV Awareness Day (NWGHA)
	Serena Miller 
	Serena stated the planning for the conference on March 14th is coming along well.  Speakers for the event include: Uneeda Brewer, DOH, Bureau of HIV/AIDS; Dr. Lisa Merritt; herself; Elizabeth Murray, Gilead; Gatekeepers; and PLWA.  It will be held at Newtown Estates from 10:30am to 3:00pm.  The theme ties in with the DOH, Sisters Organizing to Survive for this event: “Sisters and Latinas Uniting Against HIV/AIDS”.  Copies of the flyers in English and Spanish were made available for all attendees along with flyers for NWGHA events taking place during the week in our community. Lunch will be provided by Gilead Pharmaceutical and the event is made possible through a $1,500.00 grant from the United States, Department of Health and Human Services, Office on Women’s Health.  All HANS members were encouraged to help promote the event and help get the target audience to attend.  Copies of the letters and flyers for local churches were distributed and the rest will be mailed per CAN later this week.  
	3/2/09
	

	B.   Regional HIV/AIDS Council (RHAC) 
	Jim McCloud
	Jim stated he was out of town for the last RHAC meeting and Bill was unable to attend due to conflict.  No update at this time, next meeting later this month.
	3/2/09
	a.

	C.  Multidisciplinary Patient Care Committee
	John Acevedo 
	John stated CAN recently signed with Health Planning Council (HPC) for 2009-10 budget for Ryan White and Case Management.  CAN is getting more dollars to serve more clients based on increase to 400% of the poverty level.  SCHD is negotiating with HPC on the new contract, but it is not signed yet.  Discussion took place as to Housing Opportunity for Persons Living with HIV/AIDS (HOPWA) and how differently Manatee and Sarasota Counties handle case management for this mater.  John explained the HOPWA in the two counties, Manatee and Sarasota, is from the federal government to the City of Sarasota; versus Area 8, DeSoto, Charlotte, Lee, Collier, Henry, and Glades, is state HOPWA to HPC to local counties.  Area 8 allows HOPWA for 147 days versus HOPWA in Sarasota.  Darren stated he serves on Manatee County Rural Health Services, Michael Bach center and will ask them to report what their Case Management guidelines are for HOPWA and report to HANS the findings.  The City of Sarasota federal HUD dollars total more than $300,000 for HOPWA funding for between 110-120 people for 90 days of rent and case management.  Jim stated the HOPWA meetings have no representatives from Persons Living with HIV/AIDS (PLWH) attending the meeting and asking questions as to why denied claims.  He suggested their need for a group to advocate for them with HOPWA.  Sarasota County can tap into Area 8 funding if no dollars in City of Sarasota HOPWA funds but must wait till two months before end of contract funding, the month of April.  Discussion took place as to establishing HOPWA agenda under Prevention Committee to allow for updates in the future.  John agreed to this and it will be added next month.  John suggested having Spencer Area 8 from HPC report to HANS on frequently listed reasons for denials of HOPWA request and the same for Area 6 and discuss at HANS. 
	3/2/09
	a.

	D. Sexually Transmitted Diseases (STD) 
	Gary Ervin 
	Gary stated the community is seeing an explained body rash with syphilis and stated make sure to get person tested.  He said Chlamydia and Gonorrhea are both up in our area. Gary stated the trend for STD is when there are increases in these infections the downstream affect is seen in an increase in HIV infections.  Gary stated SCHD will be sponsoring a conference in September on TB and STD for $40.00 with free CME/CUEs will be available, he will update us with more information when available.   He stated April is National STD Month and on April 1st the SCHD Medical Mobile Unit will be partnering with DIS/STD staff to offer free HIV and STD tests at Manatee Community College (MCC).  Project Unity staff offered to assist this day and Gary will work with Simon on getting Gatekeepers, John P. stated Community AIDS Network will be on board to do the Rapid Ora Quick (ROQ) HIV testing. 
Discussion took place as to the jail HIV testing being done in Sarasota County per the DIS/STD staff at SCHD.  Gary indicated it is going well but depends on the jail having sufficient staff to escort inmates to the health clinic to meet with STD staff for STD and HIV screenings via blood draw.  Bill stated Project Unity use to be able to go into the jails through arrangement with Chaplain and/or library time.  They used the HIV test method of Ora Sure and did not have to go to the Health Clinic and get assistance with transporting prisoners.  Discussion took place as to having HIV testing offered at the time of arrest at intake to all those incarcerated due to drug/sexual offenses.  John stated he attended a conference were the prison/jail linkage programs were discussed.  Manatee and Collier Counties have dedicated staff working in the jails via a DOH grant on HIV testing.  He wondered if it was possible to investigate funding to get a full time person in the jails in Sarasota County to do STD/HIV testing.  Gary stated he would take this back to his supervisor to discuss.  Jim stated it might be worthwhile to separate HIV and STD testing at the jails and look into ROQ since jail is an approved site for this testing.  Gary stated the Criminal Justice System meets at the SCHD frequently for meetings maybe this is the time/place to discuss as to policies.   Gary stated he met last week with the Health Clinic staff at New College of Florida and University of South Florida on HIV and STD.   He said with DIS having another nurse to assist with TB direct observation therapy, he hopes DIS/STD staff will be able to get into the schools more for HIV and STD education and testing.  
	3/2/09
	a.

	E. Sarasota County Prevention Plan 2009-2010
	John Acevedo 
	John said at the last HANS meeting the Strategic Plan was approved.  He said this is great news for the HIV/AIDS Network of Sarasota to now be known as the HIV/AIDS Network of Southwest Florida (HANS).  Jim asked is it still HANS and John said yes and the web site has been changed to reflect new name.  Dr. Merritt said this is great for us new concept and change allowing other counties to join us at HANS, like have Client’s First now member of HANS.  John said this could allow agencies from DeSoto, Charlotte and Manatee to join HANS since these counties do not have any planning groups like HANS in their areas.  The CHD of each of these counties have been invited to attend and join HANS.  John said if we get agencies from the counties to attend and become involved may need to change the structure of HANS in the future.  He referenced may need to go quarterly for HANS meetings and monthly for some of the committees like World AIDS Day and Interfaith.  He said the Area 6 and 8 HAPC and RMAC are very favorable and supportive of this type of collaboration between counties. 
	3/2/09
	a.

	F. Other Update Closing the Gap Grant 
	John Acevedo 
	John stated he would discuss this with others after the meeting. 
	3/2/09
	a.

	V.  New Business 
	
	
	3/2/09
	a.

	A.  Ad Hoc Governance Committee
	John Acevedo 
	John stated he thought it might be time to appoint an Ad Hoc Governance Committee to address the upcoming slate of officers for 2009-2010.  The slate of officers should be presented in August with election in September and take office 10/1/09..  Jim asked John if he would be willing to mentor the new Chair of HANS and he said yes.  John was thanked for serving HANS as Chair for the past five years, the most years served by any one Chair of HANS.  John said this may be the time for new leadership and direction for HANS   
	3/2/09
	a.

	B.  B.  Interfaith Committee Discussion 
	John Acevedo 
	John asked Joan to give an update on the African American Episcopal (AME) Conference held in Sarasota last month.  Joan stated Rev. Smith contacted the SCHD and requested a presentation on HIV/AIDS at the District AME Conference on 2/11/09 at Greater Hurst Chapel.  Dr. Merritt and Amy Zamot spoke at the conference and it was a great opportunity since the AME churches directive from the State Bishop is for each county in FL to have an AME church involved with HIV testing and education.   Two churches in Bradenton are very excited to be working on HIV issues:  Ward Temple and St. Stephen AME churches.  Both churches are working with the Manatee CHD since they are in that county and the Area 6 representatives.  Jim stated he is excited by this since we have not been able to work with churches in the past.  The AME churches would like to see HIV/AIDS education as the first piece and then add HIV testing or network with an existing HIV test site for regular testing offered at the churches.  John said he feels the time is right since many PLWHA feel outcast by their churches when they learn they have HIV/AIDS.  Jim said maybe the Prevention Committee is the best way to continue this committee for Interfaith since the State level and Area level representatives are now available to assist us with AME churches (i.e.: Amy Zamot Area 8 and Jim Roth Area 6). Jim asked Joan to continue her work with the area reps and the AME contacts and let HANS know the progress.  Darren suggested contacting Pastor Robertson with St. Paul Church since they are already doing the monthly dinners in Bradenton and they might like to be involved with the Interfaith Committee.  Darren will discuss with the Pastor and let him know Joan’s contact information for follow-up.    
	3/2/09
	a.

	C. Update HANS Members
	Dr. Merritt 
Nan Gould 

Lawrence Simon

Stephen Warne

Chris Marshall
	Dr. Merritt announced the upcoming conference on Friday, March 6th at 8am at Sarasota Memorial Hospital on the neurological effects of HIV/AIDS.  She encouraged HANS members to attend and a reminder of the conference was sent via e-mail from Joan two weeks ago.
Nan stated Planned Parenthood of Southwest and Central Florida (PPSWCF) new offices located at 736 Central Ave.  

Simon stated Genesis Health Services (GHS) has moved to 1720 Martin Luther King Jr., Way, Suite 117.  

Stephen stated ALSO is working with New College of Florida and University of South Florida to offer HIV testing on the campus.  NCF is every other week and USF is once a month.  Jim asked if the Project Unity partners could work with Stephen and the Gatekeepers.  
Chris stated Hedges has a new pharmacy package system for HIV medications to ensure medication adherence and compliance.    
	3/2/09
	a.

	 V.  Adjournment/Next Meeting 
	John Acevedo 
	There being no further business the meeting adjourned at 11:40 A.M.  John reminded everyone for coming today and reminded them of the next HANS meeting April 6, 2009 at Community AIDS offices. 
	3/2/09
	a.
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