HANS Minutes 6/1/09


HIV/AIDS Network of Southwest Florida (HANS) 
Committee Meeting Minutes 
	Location:  Community AIDS Network (CAN), 1231 North Tuttle Ave. 

	Chair:  John Acevedo, Community AIDS Network (CAN) 

	Date/Time: June 1, 2009 at 10:10 am to 11:35am 

	Membership Roster:
Chair: John Acevedo, Community AIDS Network(CAN); Vice Chair: Bill Carter, First Step of Sarasota (FSOS);  Secretary: Joan Surso, Sarasota County Health Department (SCHD); Nan Gould, Marilyn Anderson, KT Curran, Pat Wolfson, Planned Parenthood of Southwest and Central Florida, Inc.(PPSWCF); April Glasco, Rocheen Rodgers, Sheri Medina, Amy Lovejoy, Denise Lowery, David Goldman, Dewan Lowmar, Jodie Yeakel, Second Chance Last Opportunity (SCLO); Dr. Lisa Merritt, Julia Espada, Lawrence Simon, Multicultural Health Institute (MHI);  Bettina Tyler, Project Challenge of the West Coast, Inc.; Christine Griffith, Sue Tharp, Gary Ervin, Scott Pritchard, Lauren Zink, Gary Ervin, Sarasota County Health Department (SCHD);  Jim McCloud and Bill Carter, Genesis Health Care; Stephen Warne, Candace Sorensen,  ALSO Out Youth (ALSO); Sandy Gallagher, Bethesda House, Catholic Diocese of Venice; Jose Burgess, Coastal Behavioral Healthcare (CBHC), Inc.; Phillip Brooks, Bill Carter, Carol Howard, Chapelle Washington, FSOS; Susan Terry, John Perez, Serena Miller, and John Acevedo, CAN;  Susan Puchalla, Sarasota County School Board; Valerie Wojciechowicz, Community Advocate; Carol Hart, Southwest Florida Community AIDS Quilts (SWFCAQ); Norman  Carmel. Temple Sinai, Seder of Hope; Hope Wulliman, Hank Huber, Trinity Charities (TC); Clarke Kirby, Jesse Flores, Amy Zamot, Dianna King, and Gail Counts, Area 8, Department of Health (DOH); Andrew Reese, Sarasota Health and Rehab Center; Rev. Tom Newman, Shrine of the Master Church; Rev. Kelvin Lumpkin, Abundance Life Christian Center (ALCC); Victoria Brown, Dollar Dynasty, Inc.; Michelle Gaines, SPARCC; Garry Breul, Suncoast AIDS theater Project; Elva Hernandez, The Florida Center, Healthy Families Sarasota; Eric Stockley, Charlotte County Health Department,; Darren Denney, James Denney, and Cheryl Goodrich, Clients First Pharmacy; Valerie Wojciechowicz, Community Advocate; Clarke Kirby, Amy Zamot, Area 8, Department of Health (DOH); Johnnie Calloway, American Foundation Suicide Prevention; and Chris Mottram, Hedges Pharmacy

	Members Present:  Chair:  John Acevedo,
Members Present:  Stephen Warne, Gary Ervin, Jim McCloud, Darren Denney, James Denney, Simon Lawrence, April Glasco, Sue Tharp, Elva Hernandez, Julia Espada, Bill Carter, Pat Wolfson, Johnnie Calloway, Bettina Tyler, Dr. Lisa Merritt, Guest: Pauline Hill; and Joan Surso


-0-
Purpose of Meeting:  HIV/AIDS Network of Sarasota (HANS) monthly meeting 
	ISSUE
	RESPONSIBLE PERSON
	ACTION
	TARGET COMPLETION DATE/
Contact Person 
	STATUS: 
  a. Completed
  b. Discontinued

  c. In Progress

  d. Referred To

	I.  Welcome/Introduction 

	John Acevedo 
	John welcomed and thanked everyone for attending today’s meeting and everyone introduced themselves.  John reminded everyone of needing names of those interested in running for HANS Officers for 2009-2010 before the next meeting.  and a guest, Pauline Hill, intern with PPSWCF this summer was introduced.  
	6/1/09
	a.

	II.  New Members
	John Acevedo 
	A new member of HANS was introduced Jonnie Calloway with the America Foundation Suicide Prevention and he was welcomed as a new member to HANS.  His completed application is on file with Joan.   
	6/1/09
	a.

	III.  Review/Approve Minutes 5/4/09 Meeting

	John Acevedo 
	Minutes from the last HANS meeting on 5/4/09 were sent via e-mail to all members prior to the meeting.  Stephen moved the minutes be approved, seconded by Bettina.  All members unanimously approved the minutes as written.
	6/1/09
	a.

	IV.  Committee Reports 

	
	
	
	

	A.  Prevention Committee 
	

	
	
	

	1.   World AIDS Day 2009
	Joan Surso 
	Joan stated the next World AIDS Day (WAD) committee meeting will be on June 18th at Manatee CHD at 10am followed by trip to Pride Park where this year’s event will be held.  It is a neighborhood park setting and has been used in the past for health events successfully in Manatee County.  Joan encouraged members of HANS to work and attend the committee meetings to show Manatee County agencies our support in this joint county venture.  For more information contact John Perez this year’s Chari of WAD.
	6/1/09
	a.

	2.  National HIV Testing Events 
	Joan Surso 
	Joan stated that National HIV Testing Day is June 27th this year and many agencies are showing there support this year with offering free HIV testing.  She passed around posters for the events to HANS members who signed up this event.  The Press Releases are ready and will be sent out this week per Dianne Shipley.  She thanked everyone for their support of this event.
	6/1/09
	a.

	3.  Sisters Organizing to Survive (SOS) 
	John Acevedo
	John stated the SOS conference was very successful at Florida Gulf Coast University in Fort Myers on Saturday, May 16th.    He thanked two local agencies for their assistance in planning the event, Serena Miller with Community AIDS Network and April Glasco with Second Chance Last Opportunity.   Over 120 participants attended and took the SOS pledge.  Local agencies offered free screenings including HIV testing.  State DOH, Bureau of HIV/AIDS representatives attended and were very pleased with the turnout and the event.   Area 8 representative, Amy Zamot will be providing an analysis of the event and it will be shared with HANS members.  Joan stated the Pledges for Area 8 SOS participants in the highest in the state YTD. . 
	6/1/09
	a.

	4.  Media/Marketing 
	John Acevedo
	John stated HANS Strategic Plan 2009-2010 stated HANS would have a Media/Marketing Plan in place by June 2009.   To date the Media/Marketing committee has met one time with Serena and Jim being the only members present.  John reminded everyone of the importance to choose one HANS committee to serve on especially with recent changes proposed for the HANS By-Laws which will be discussed later in the meeting.  
	6/1/09.  
	a. 

	B.   Regional HIV/AIDS Council (RHAC) 
	Jim McCloud
	Jim stated RHAC meet on 5/27/09 with three main topics discussed:
1)  Case Manager and Supervisor Meetings: tabled till next meeting regarding the two committees meeting versus being one committee.  No longer see high turnover rate with Case Managers in the area. 
2)  Area 8 Strategic Plan:  number one objective this year to target access to care for HIV positives that drop out of care or never go into care for our area.  HPC will be conducting chart reviews to determine if clients have dropped out of care or gone else where for HIV medical care since no longer need services of specialists.  
3)  Study the feasibility of RHAC versus dollars from DOH going directly to each county Health Department versus RHAC with 8% administrative fee to handle, 5 years ago Congress said no longer need consortia in areas for distribution of Ryan White funding.  Susan Terry will be a part of the committee to work on this study from Sarasota County.  Jim said if anyone is interested in serving on this committee to contact Dr. Hartner with Lee CHD at 239-332-9511.  

Jim stated that as of 10/1/09 our HOPWA funding will be in with Area 8 dollars. 
	6/1/09
	a.

	C.  Multidisciplinary Patient Care Committee
	John Acevedo 
	John stated Susan Terry was not present to provide an update on this committee.  Joan stated SCDH will have a representative on this committee in the future.  
	6/1/09
	a.

	D. Sexually Transmitted Diseases (STD) 
	Gary Ervin 
	Gary stated he and Virginia McGowan went to speak to representatives of Any Lab Test Now as to their reporting to SCHD for positive STD and HIV results.  The agency is a franchise out off Atlanta, GA with seven sites in FL currently.  The Bureau of STD and HIV are aware of the anonymous testing beginning done but have not disallowed the practice to date.  Joan and Clarke will be making a visit to them soon to discuss HIV testing practices in our community.  The owner locally is Don White.  Jim asked for updates to be provided to HANS on this matter. The concern is a client may walk in without a prescription for a lab test and be provided results without follow-up for treatment/referrals. 
	6/1/09
	a.

	F.  HANS Strategic Plan 2009-2010 and State of Florida Patient Care Comprehensive Plan 
	Joan Surso 
	Joan stated at the last meeting copies of the state plan were provided and are now available on the Bureau of HIV/AIDS web site if anyone else would like a copy or call Joan. 
	6/1/09
	a.

	V.  New Business 
	
	
	
	

	A.  Governance Committee Report and By-Laws Revisions
	John Acevedo 
	John stated the Governance Committee met and copies of the revised By-Laws revisions were sent via e-mail to HANS members.  Changes discussed included:

1) Addition of HANS member to Governance Committee; Health Department Liaison with designation as to role/responsibilities and role of Secretary to take minutes of HANS meetings (page 2 Section I, page 3 Section 3 and page 4 Section I) 
2) No more than two terms for Officers of HANS to serve (page 3 Section 2)

3) Add of Prevention Committee role (page 5 Section II)

4) HANS meetings to be a minimum four times a year (page 4 Article V)

5) Addition of National Gay Men’s HIV/AIDS Awareness on 9/27 and National Asian and Islander HIV/AIDS Awareness Day on 5/19

John stated with these changes in frequency of HANS meetings it will be important for HANS members to sign up to be a member of one of the HANS committee since these will be monthly and on-going to keep things moving along in our community (i.e.: World AIDS Day, Multidisciplinary, Media/Marketing, Interfaith and others).  John stated in talking with members of HANS as to serving as officers next year, many stated their agencies could not commit to the time or resources to allow staff off for monthly meetings.  Discussion took place with members as to these changes and concerns with moving away from monthly meetings and not being able to have any existing members of the Executive Committee serve on this year’s slate of officers as stated in the By-Laws (need to be off board one year to run again).  It was determined to slate the concern the officer’s terms of office till after the July meeting to determine who wants to run for office.  Bill stated he was interested in serving as Chair but did not want to have the By-Laws changed for his advantage.  Darren presented concept of the Marshall mentor role to allow new officers to learn from past officers but it was decided to wait to see who runs for office and discuss at the next meeting.  John moved for the changes in the By-Laws to be accepted with addition of National Asian and Islander HIV/AIDS Awareness Day added to recognized observances in our community.  Stephen moved the By-Laws be accepted with the addition and seconded by Dr. Merritt.  Members unanimously approved the revisions.  Joan will have them posted on the HANS web site. 
	6/1/09
	a.

	B.  Interfaith Committee 
	John Acevedo 
	John stated the committee was to have meet last week on 5/16 but no one showed up.  He has seen talked with Pastor Calvin Lumpkin who stated he would like to Chair this committee and he has began contacting individual pastors in the area to discuss ways they can work with HANS on educating their congregations on HIV/AIDS in our community.   Pastor Lumpkin with call and meet with pastors one-on-one to gain their support.  He has contacted Bethel CME and others already and they are anxious to become involved in this committee.  April shared what she is planning for local churches in Newtown on 6/25-28 with a “Men’s Conference”.  She passed out information and stated she would like the SCHD Medical Mobile Unit to be a part of the event planned for 6/27 fro 10am to 2pm.  Joan will see if the MMU is available but stated the June schedule was just finalized and set out.  
	6/1/09
	a.

	C.  HIV Support Group 
	Joan Surso 
	Joan stated a committee of John, Val, Simon, Sandy meet to discuss ways to start an HIV support group since St. Joseph Place is closed in Venice.  Bethesda House is still trying to keep an HIV support group going and looking for meeting site in the evenings in Venice.  The group is small with 3-5 regular members attending.  During the meeting, Val spoke as to a committee she is serving on at DOH, Bureau of HIV/AIDS looking into developing Peer Support Groups around the state.  They are looking at Peer Group out of Boston, MA as a model along with several others around the state and county.  A teleconference is planned for 6/18 at 2pm and HANS members interested in learning more should contact Joan for more information.  She stated the Project Unity contract is looking at being amended to allow for start-up costs to be used from unused funds for this pilot project and looking at ways to ensure it is an Evidence Based Intervention.  Jim asked that Project Unity members be invited to the next meeting on 6/18 at 11am.  Joan will send out reminder notice.   Joan stated DOH, Bureau of HIV/AIDS  is commending Sarasota County for taking the lead in Area 8 for piloting a Peer Support Group since this is a lead initiative from the state for local level projects.  
	6/1/09
	

	D.  HIV Class Schedule 
	Joan Surso 
	Joan reminded everyone of the upcoming HIV trainings in July at the SCHD in the Auditorium:
· HIV 501 Update:  July 10th from 2-3 pm

· HIV 500:  July 15th from 8am to 12 noon

· HIV 501:  July 21, 22, and 23 (first two days 8-5pm, and 3rd day 8-12)

She reminded members the HIV class schedule for 2009 and 2010 is on the HANS web site.  Dr. Merritt asked if these were being coordinated with Manatee CHD and Joan said the trainer for MCHS is current out of the office.  
	a.
	

	E. Other/Update HANS Members
	Members 
Lawrence Simon 

Darren Denny



	Simon announced the upcoming Grand Opening for Genesis Health Services on August 1st from 12 noon to 4pm at 333 North Washington Blvd.  He said he will be sending invitations to local agencies but wanted everyone to be able to put on their calendars.
Darren asked if the World AIDS Day breakfast was still being planned for 12/1/09 at the offices at Community AIDS Network since he was receiving calls from individuals voicing concerns holding it at CAN due to part of the event being outside in tents.  John stated yes CAN is continuing with plans to have the WAD Breakfast on site with tents outside and catering being done by a company out of St. Petersburg for brunch and donations from pharmaceutical companies being solicited.  
	6/1/09
	a.

	 VI.  Adjournment/Next Meeting 
	John Acevedo 
	There being no further business the meeting adjourned at 11:35 A.M.  John thanked everyone for coming today and reminded them of the next HANS meeting on July 6th at Community AIDS offices. 
	7/6/09
	a.
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