HANS Minutes  8/3/09


HIV/AIDS Network of Southwest Florida (HANS) 
Committee Meeting Minutes 
	Location:  Community AIDS Network (CAN), 1231 North Tuttle Ave. 

	Chair:  John Acevedo, Community AIDS Network (CAN) 

	Date/Time: August 3, 2009 at 10:10 am to 11:35am 

	Membership Roster:
Chair: John Acevedo, Community AIDS Network(CAN); Vice Chair: Bill Carter, First Step of Sarasota (FSOS);  Secretary: Joan Surso, Sarasota County Health Department (SCHD); Nan Gould, Marilyn Anderson, KT Curran, Pat Wolfson, Planned Parenthood of Southwest and Central Florida, Inc.(PPSWCF); April Glasco, Rocheen Rodgers, Sheri Medina, Amy Lovejoy, Denise Lowery, David Goldman, Dewan Lowmar, Jodie Yeakel, Second Chance Last Opportunity (SCLO); Dr. Lisa Merritt, Julia Espada, Lawrence Simon, Multicultural Health Institute (MHI);  Bettina Tyler, Project Challenge of the West Coast, Inc.; Christine Griffith, Sue Tharp, Gary Ervin, Scott Pritchard, Lauren Zink, Gary Ervin, Sarasota County Health Department (SCHD);  Jim McCloud and Bill Carter, Genesis Health Care; Stephen Warne, ALSO Out Youth (ALSO); Sandy Gallagher, Bethesda House, Catholic Diocese of Venice; Jose Burgess, Coastal Behavioral Healthcare (CBHC), Inc.; Phillip Brooks, Bill Carter, Carol Howard, Chapelle Washington, FSOS; Susan Terry, John Perez, Serena Miller, and John Acevedo, CAN;  Beth Bush, American Red Cross (ARC); Susan Puchalla, Sarasota County School Board; Valerie Wojciechowicz, Community Advocate; Carol Hart, Southwest Florida Community AIDS Quilts (SWFCAQ); Norman  Carmel. Temple Sinai, Seder of Hope; Hope Wulliman, Hank Huber, Trinity Charities (TC); Clarke Kirby, Jesse Flores, Amy Zamot, Dianna King, and Gail Counts, Area 8, Department of Health (DOH); Andrew Reese, Sarasota Health and Rehab Center; Rev. Tom Newman, Shrine of the Master Church; Rev. Kelvin Lumpkin, Abundance Life Christian Center (ALCC); Victoria Brown, Dollar Dynasty, Inc.; Michelle Gaines, SPARCC; Garry Breul, Suncoast AIDS theater Project; Elva Hernandez, The Florida Center, Healthy Families Sarasota; Eric Stockley, Charlotte County Health Department,; Darren Denney, James Denney, and Cheryl Goodrich, Clients First Pharmacy; Valerie Wojciechowicz, Community Advocate;, Johnnie Calloway, American Foundation Suicide Prevention; and Chris Mottram, Hedges Pharmacy; Pastor Marcus H. Burke, Jr., Greater Hurst A.M.E. Church
Consultants from Area 8, Department of Health (DOH):  Clarke Kirby, Amy Zamot, Gail Counts 

	Members Present:  Chair:  John Acevedo,
Members Present:  Amy Zamot, Bill Carter, Susan Terry, Eric Stockley, Gary Ervin, Darren Denney, Sandy Gallagher, Bettina Tyler, Dr. Lisa Merritt, James Mc Cloud, Phillip Brooks, Gary Allen Breul, Pastor Burke, James Denny, Beth Bush, Serena Miller, John Perez, Chris Mottram; Guests: Gail Whitt, SCHD and Alexis Slocum (Student Intern with CAN);  and Joan Surso
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Purpose of Meeting:  HIV/AIDS Network of Sarasota (HANS) monthly meeting 
	ISSUE
	RESPONSIBLE PERSON
	ACTION
	TARGET COMPLETION DATE/
Contact Person 
	STATUS: 
  a. Completed
  b. Discontinued

  c. In Progress

  d. Referred To

	I.  Welcome/Introduction 

	John Acevedo 
	John welcomed and thanked everyone for attending today’s meeting and everyone introduced themselves.  Guests included: Alexis Slocum, Intern CAN, and Gail Whitt, SCHD and Beth Bush was welcomed as new member. 
	8/3/09
	a.

	II.  New Members
	Joan Surso
	Joan stated she received an application from Beth Bush with the American Red Cross (ARC) and everyone welcomed Beth to HANS.   
	8/3/09
	a.

	III.  Review/Approve Minutes 7/6/09eting

	John Acevedo 
	Minutes from the last HANS meeting on 7/6/09 were sent via e-mail to all members prior to the meeting.  Eric moved the minutes be approved, seconded by Bill.  All members unanimously approved the minutes as written.
	8/3/09
	a.

	IV.  Committee Reports 

	
	
	
	

	A.  Prevention Committee 
	

	
	
	

	1.   World AIDS Day 2009
	John Perez 
	John stated the last World AIDS Day (WAD) committee met on 7/14 and the next meeting will be on 8/14 at 10am at Manatee CHD.  Being in September meetings will be twice a month.

He stated things are going slowly due to many pharmaceutical companies cutting back on donations and requiring grant application submissions.  Due to CAN soliciting donations for their WAD Open House on 12/1/09 with lunch and other events planned and contacting pharmaceutical companies for this event, Chris Motrram agreed to contact companies for the WAD events for 12/5/09 to request donations.  John stated the maximum amount to request is usually $5,000 on line, but may request under $1,000 per pharmaceutical representatives. Manatee County will be hosting the WAD breakfast on 12/1/09 at St. Paul Church. 

The day of this year’s WAD will be on Saturday, 12/5/09 at Pride Park, located at 63rd and 9th Ave., in Manatee County from 11am to 2pm.  The site has been reserved.  Medical Mobile Units from both MCHD and SCHD will be present.  Joan announced the new administrator for the Manatee CHD, Dr. Jennifer Bencie and she will begin on 9/1/09. 
	8/3/09
	a.

	2. National Gay Men’s HIV/AIDS Awareness Day 2009 
	Joan Surso 
	Joan stated the committee met last week: Stephen Warne, John Perez, Gary Bruel, and David White.  This will be first time event in our community with the day beginning on 92/7/09.  They are planning events for every day that week at locations like Horse Feathers, Cabana Inn, Kirby’s and open house with ALSO; and a performance with Suncoast AIDS Theatre group.  The next meeting will be on 8/12 at 12 noon and others are invited to attend.  Registration information for offering free HIV testing during this week were distributed and sent via e-mail last week. 
	8/3/09
	a.

	3.  National Hispanic HIV/AIDS Awareness Day 2009
	Joan Surso 
	Joan stated a committee has been set up for 8/12 at 11am at CAN to discuss the planning of NHHAD events in our community for 10/15/09.  Events in the past have been so successful it is allowed the MMU for SCHD to be set up weekly at the Catina Market on Lime Ave.  Copies of registrations were distributed at the meeting and set via e-mail earlier to HIV test sites in Sarasota County. 
	8/3/09
	a.

	
	
	
	
	

	4.  Media/Marketing 
	Serena Miller 
	Serena stated she has not heard from any members of HANS as to wanting to serve on this committee.  She said with the tow upcoming National HIV/AIDS testing events coming up it is important for this committee to meet and discuss media/marketing plans.   She asked for interested persons to please see her after the meeting.  
	8/3/09
	a. 

	5.  National Gay MSM HIV/AIDS Awareness Day (9/27/09) 
	Joan Surso 
	Joan stated the committee meet last week is planning events for each day during the week leading up to Sunday, 9/27.  Gary Bruel is trying to get a production of the Suncoast AIDS Theater group to perform in conjunction with ALSO Out Youth open house, along with production on the dance floor of Cabana Inn.  The committee will be meeting again on 8/12 at 12 noon at CAN and inviting others in the community.  
	8/3/09
	

	B.   Regional HIV/AIDS Council (RHAC) 
	Bill Carter 
	Bill stated he attended his first RHAC meeting last month and learned so much.  He is looking forward to serving on this committee.  He stated he was encouraged to see Prevention being discussed at this meeting and is looking forward to learning more to bring back to HANS.  He said discuss took place as to the role of Case Managers (CM) and their Supervisors with RHAC and it was determined the Supervisors not the CM will report to RHAC.  RHAC is developing an orientation manual for new members.  RHAC stated the budget is at 26% for the first quarter and on target.  Sarasota will be going through RHAC for HOPWA as of 10/1/09 with a change from 90 days to 147 days of services and RHAC is looking into continuous levels of services. 
	8/3/09
	a.

	C.  Multidisciplinary Patient Care Committee
	John Acevedo  
	John stated Susan was not here to report on this committee.  
	8/3/09
	a.

	D.  Interfaith Committee 
	John Acevedo 
	John stated it has been hard to get the Interfaith Committee together.  He has meet individually with several church pastors but can not get them to commit for this committee in our community.  He said he hopes to belong to this committee in October and continue to try to see it get off the ground.  He thanked Pastor Burke for being here today and being committed to seeing his church receive on-going education and HIV testing via a community based organization collaboration.  
	8/3/09
	

	E.  HIV Support Group 
	Sandy Gallagher 
	Sandy stated Bethesda House has a bi-weekly HIV Support Group in South County meeting at St. Mark’s Episcopal Church every other week but only three individuals are attending regularly through Bethesda House (BH).  Eric said they have the same problem in Charlotte County and suggested communicating the dates/times of the support groups among agencies and on the HANS web site.  Joan stated Val gave two presentations on “Positively Living” on in south county and one at BH with over 25 people attending both.  She will share the results of the surveys with HANS.  Trinity Charities still offers HIV Support groups and Sandy will let them know of BH Support Groups per the request of HANS members.  John stated Project Unity will provide seed money for this Peer Support group in the amount of $500.00.  Sandy thanked John for this support and donation.  
	8/3/09
	a.

	E. Sexually Transmitted Diseases (STD) 
	Gary Ervin 
	Gary passed around a draft of a form developed per the SCHD DIS/STD staff to have new HIV positives sign off on as to information provided.  Discussion took place as to the need of this form to be obtained and signed off on by SCHD/DIS staff versus having the CBOs have clients sign off on the form.  Discussion took place as to the clients getting so much information initially when they hear they are positive.  Sandy said when someone gets the news of being a new HIV positive, they can not remember what is said to them.  Others expressed the concern if clients learn the SCHD has this form, they may not wish to get tested for HIV.  Jim suggested use the top part of the form and number 2 but not the rest.  Gary will take the information to SCHD and discuss.  Gary asked HANS member to e-mail or fax him suggestions for the form.  
	8/3/09
	a.

	F.  Update Project Unity 
	John Perez
	John passed around the third quarter report on Project Unity.  Year to date the PU partners have provided the following services according the contract deliverables:

1) HIV Tests:  1607, 26 HIV positives

2) VOCES/VOES:  42 sessions/ 341 individuals

3) Speaker’s Bureau: 62 presentations/ 1414 contracts

Joan commented that the number of HIV positives for PU were the total of SC last year and thanked them for their hard work in testing. 
	8/3/09
	a.

	G.  Update Jail Meeting 
	John Acevedo 
	John gave an update on the recent meeting with the jail staff as to requesting information on STD, TB, HIV, and immunizations.  John said the SCHD is the only entity to provide these broad based services and that the jail only wants to deal with one entity versus a variety.  Jim asked Gary to provide an update on the 
	8/3/09
	a.

	V.  New Business 
	
	
	
	

	A.  Nomination of HANS Officers 
	John Acevedo 
	John stated need nominations for the coming year HANS officers by the next HANS meeting on 8/3/09.  The three positions being recruited are Chair, Vice Chair and Secretary.   Paper work has been submitted per Darren Denny, Stephen Warne and Beth Bush as to their interest in running for office.  Dr. Merritt nominated Julia Espada for Secretary; and John nominated Serena Miller for Chair, and Bettina Tyler gave her name for Vice Chair.  The slate to date includes the following individuals interested in running for the office: 
Chair:  Stephen Warne, Serena Miller, Darren Denny
Vice Chair: Bettina Tyler, Beth Bush 
Secretary:  Julia Espada 
Please remember to submit your name to Joan and complete the form as sent per e-mail. The ballot for new officers will be voted on in September but names of interested candidates must be submitted for the August meeting.  Forms for officer are available from Joan.    John will be sending out the ballot with HANS members names and office they wish to run for, the ballots will be collected at the September meeting and announced at the end of the meeting with new officers taking office as of the end of the meeting.   
	8/3/09
	a.

	B.  L.U.C.E.S.
	Amy Zamot
	Amy provided an overview of the Hispanic “L.U.C.E.S.” initiative and showed the packet that DOH has put together on this project.  It is a statewide initiative for Latina women of all ages to unite against HIV/AIDS.  The package contains 6 different DVDs with one being the HIV 101 in Spanish.  Amy asked Joan to make copies for each CBO as to the first DVD that is in Spanish with English subtitles to allow everyone to see what the project/initiative is all about.  The videos were made in Miami with famous Latina/Latino personalities in radio/TV.  The purpose of the DVD are to reach Latina women who may not have been reached in the past, like those with WIC, Healthy Start, Healthy Families, Migrant, etc.  Each DVD lasts about ½ hour and motivates women to get tested and get involved in HIV education.  She also showed copies of printed items that she left for agencies to take with them on this project.  She gave out copies of DOH post card on HIV testing with National HIV/AIDS testing dates on it. She discussed the palm cards for use in churches and with MSM on HIV and asked for members to contact her if they wish more.  Dr. Merritt stated Angie from GHS has recruited Pastor Mazie Rojas, who may interested in this project for Latina women.  Amy stated movement is taking place at the state level with the HIV testing with AME churches and Greater Hurst AME in Sarasota is one that will be working in our area to learn more about HIV and wants HIV testing offered.  
	8/3/09
	a.

	C.  SCHD/SCG Grant Announcement for 2009-2010 
	Joan Surso 
	Joan announced the SCHD/SCG grant for 2009-2010 will be for $67,000 and asked that the local HANS members being meeting to discuss collaborating on the grant with one lead agency as has been done this past year.  She sent an e-mail after the meeting as to the guidelines on the grant funding as was done last year per SCHD.  John will be setting up a meeting with HANS members to begin the process, target date of 8/1o/09.  
	8/3/09
	a.

	D.  Other/Open Discussion 
	Darren Denny
Gary Ervin 
	Darren stated Manatee County will host the WAD breakfast on 12/1/09 at St. Paul Missionary Baptist Church.  He is requesting pictures of HIV positives for the slide show presentation and program being developed (past and present). 
Gary announced an opening at SCHD/DIS for a nurse.  
	8/3/09
	a.

	 VI.  Adjournment/Next Meeting 
	John Acevedo 
	There being no further business the meeting adjourned at 11:15 A.M.  John thanked everyone for coming today and reminded them of the next HANS meeting on September 14th at CAN offices. 
	9/14/09
	a.
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