HANS Minutes  9/14/09


HIV/AIDS Network of Southwest Florida (HANS) 
Committee Meeting Minutes 
	Location:  Community AIDS Network (CAN), 1231 North Tuttle Ave. 

	Chair:  John Acevedo, Community AIDS Network (CAN) 

	Date/Time: September 14, 2009 at 10:10 am to 11:35am 

	Membership Roster:
Chair: John Acevedo, Community AIDS Network(CAN); Vice Chair: Bill Carter, First Step of Sarasota (FSOS);  Secretary: Joan Surso, Sarasota County Health Department (SCHD); Nan Gould, Marilyn Anderson, KT Curran, Pat Wolfson, Planned Parenthood of Southwest and Central Florida, Inc.(PPSWCF); April Glasco, Rocheen Rodgers, Sheri Medina, Amy Lovejoy, Denise Lowery, David Goldman, Dewan Lowmar, Jodie Yeakel, Second Chance Last Opportunity (SCLO); Dr. Lisa Merritt, Julia Espada, Lawrence Simon, Multicultural Health Institute (MHI);  Bettina Tyler, Project Challenge of the West Coast, Inc.; Christine Griffith, Sue Tharp, Gary Ervin, Scott Pritchard, Lauren Zink, Gary Ervin, Sarasota County Health Department (SCHD);  Jim McCloud and Bill Carter, Genesis Health Care; Stephen Warne, ALSO Out Youth (ALSO); Sandy Gallagher, Bethesda House, Catholic Diocese of Venice; Jose Burgess, Coastal Behavioral Healthcare (CBHC), Inc.; Phillip Brooks, Bill Carter, Carol Howard, Chapelle Washington, FSOS; Susan Terry, John Perez, Serena Miller, and John Acevedo, CAN;  Beth Bush, American Red Cross (ARC); Susan Puchalla, Sarasota County School Board; Valerie Wojciechowicz, Community Advocate; Carol Hart, Southwest Florida Community AIDS Quilts (SWFCAQ); Norman  Carmel. Temple Sinai, Seder of Hope; Hope Wulliman, Hank Huber, Trinity Charities (TC); Clarke Kirby, Jesse Flores, Amy Zamot, Dianna King, and Gail Counts, Area 8, Department of Health (DOH); Andrew Reese, Sarasota Health and Rehab Center; Rev. Tom Newman, Shrine of the Master Church; Rev. Kelvin Lumpkin, Abundance Life Christian Center (ALCC); Victoria Brown, Dollar Dynasty, Inc.; Michelle Gaines, SPARCC; Garry Breul, Suncoast AIDS theater Project; Elva Hernandez, The Florida Center, Healthy Families Sarasota; Eric Stockley, Charlotte County Health Department,; Darren Denney, James Denney, and Cheryl Goodrich, Clients First Pharmacy; Valerie Wojciechowicz, Community Advocate;, Johnnie Calloway, American Foundation Suicide Prevention; and Chris Mottram, Hedges Pharmacy; Pastor Marcus H. Burke, Jr., Greater Hurst A.M.E. Church; Kari Furtek, Lake Erie College of Osteopathic Medicine (LECOM); Robert Merlosi, Brenden Williams< Manatee County Health Department (MCHD); 
Consultants from Area 8, Department of Health (DOH):  Clarke Kirby, Amy Zamot, Gail Counts 

	Members Present:  Chair:  John Acevedo,
Members Present:  Bill Carter, Gary Ervin, Darren Denney, James Mc Cloud, Beth Bush, Clarke Kirby, Serena Miller, John Perez, Chris Mottram; Kari Furtek, Julia Espada, Michael Cuffage, Sue Tharp, Pat Wolfson, Eric Stockley, John Perez, Stephen Warne, Nan Gould,  Joan Surso 

Guests: Michael Drennon, Fellowship Epidemiology, SCHD


-0-
Purpose of Meeting:  HIV/AIDS Network of Sarasota (HANS) monthly meeting 
	ISSUE
	RESPONSIBLE PERSON
	ACTION
	TARGET COMPLETION DATE/
Contact Person 
	STATUS: 
  a. Completed
  b. Discontinued

  c. In Progress

  d. Referred To

	I.  Welcome/Introduction 

	John Acevedo 
	John welcomed and thanked everyone for attending today’s meeting and everyone introduced themselves.  Guests included: Michael Drennon, who is doing a fellowship at the SCHD in Epidemiology. 
	9/14/09
	a.

	II.  Remembrance 
	John Acevedo 
	John asked everyone for a moment of silence in remembrance of Susan Terry who lost her battle with cancer on 9/2/09.  John stated a celebration of life is planned for 9/21 and asked everyone to RSVP and he announced the new CEO of CAN, Michael Cuffage
	9/14/09
	a.

	III.  New Members
	Joan Surso
	Joan stated she received an application from Kari Furtek with the Lake Erie College of Osteopathic Medicine (LECOM) and Robert Merlosi with Manatee CHD.   Kari was welcomed and Robert was unable to attend the meeting today. .   
	9/14/09
	a.

	IV.  Review/Approve Minutes 7/6/09eting

	John Acevedo 
	Minutes from the last HANS meeting on 8/3/09 were sent via e-mail to all members prior to the meeting.  Bill moved the minutes be approved, seconded by Stephen.  All members unanimously approved the minutes as written.
	9/14/09
	a.

	V. Nominations of HANS Officers 2009-2010
	John Acevedo 
	John distributed ballots for the election of officers, ballots were placed in a box and will be counted at the end of the meeting and new officers announced.  Nominations for the elections and positions include the following: 

Chair: Stephen Warne, Darren Denny, Serena Miller

Vice Chair: Beth Bush

Secretary: Julia Espada 
	9/14/09
	a.

	VI.  Committee Reports 

	
	
	
	

	A.  Prevention Committee 
	
Serena Miller 
	Serena announced the National Gay Men’s HIV/AIDS Awareness events are planned for the entire week of 9/21-9/27/09 at various locations. She thanked the committee members for their work and commitment to planning the events.  HIV testing will be conducted at each of the sites.  
	9/14/09
	a.

	1.   World AIDS Day 2009
	John Perez 
	John stated the last World AIDS Day (WAD) committee met on 9/1/09 and the next meeting will be on 9/15 at 2pm at CAN offices.  Being in September meetings will be twice a month.  Entertainment is being planned for the event along with food donation from local businesses is being solicited.  The budget includes the following:  $1,000 from Hedges Pharmacy, $2,000 from SCHD.  The day of this year’s WAD will be on Saturday, 12/5/09 at Pride Park, located at 63rd and 9th Ave., in Manatee County from 11am to 2pm.  The site has been reserved.  Medical Mobile Units from both MCHD and SCHD will be present.  
	9/14/09
	a.

	2. National Gay Men’s HIV/AIDS Awareness Day 2009 
	Serena Miller 
	Serena announced the events planned for this awareness day during the week of 9/21-9/27 with the kick-off event at Payne Park with a play per Suncoast AIDS Production at 7:30pm. 
	9/14/09
	a.

	3.  National Hispanic HIV/AIDS Awareness Day 2009
	Serena Miller
	Serena announced that planning for this awareness event are going slowly with limited interest from the community contacts made to date for offering free HIV testing in the community.  Discussion took place on offering free testing at the football field on 17th St that weekend since a large number of Hispanic’s play on the field.  The MMU is not available then.  HANS members were reminded to sign up for offering free HIV testing for the upcoming press release being developed.  
	9/14/09
	a.

	
	
	
	
	

	B.   Regional HIV/AIDS Council (RHAC) 
	Bill Carter 
	Bill stated he attended his first RHAC meeting last month and learned so much.  He is looking forward to serving on this committee.  He stated he was encouraged to see Prevention being discussed at this meeting and is looking forward to learning more to bring back to HANS.  The Prevention Committee includes members of Sarasota County:  John Acevedo, Joan Surso and Eric Stockley for Charlotte County.  The next meeting will be on 9/23 at the Charlotte CHD in Punta Gorda.   Clarke announced the Health Planning Council (HPC) has applied for a grant from Blue Cross Blue Shield (BCS) for $30,000 to conduct a needs assessment for Area 8 and develop a Prevention Plan.  John stated President Obama’s administration is addressing HIV Prevention in the US and will be hosting town hall meetings around the country with a stop in Miami planned for November and he will be sending out an announcement.  John stated it is important for us to remember our high risk populations in our county when conducting HIV testing with the focus on MSM, blacks and Hispanics, these are also the three state highest 
	9/14/09
	a.

	C.  Multidisciplinary Patient Care Committee
	John Acevedo  
	John stated there is no representative to provide an update.  He stated he hopes to have a Case Manager at the next meeting to provide an update.  John stated he hopes at the next meeting to report on HOPWA since it will be after 10/1 when the change goes into affect for Sarasota HOPWA to be part of Area 8 HPC versus City of Sarasota.  This change will be good for the persons served since it will give them more days of housing 147 versus 87 days.  John thanked Gail and Clarke for their assistance in getting our county into the Area 8 HOPWA program.  John stated the Ryan White funding is under sunset rule for 9/30 and it is hoped Congress will extend the program another year as discussion continues on National Health Care Reform.  
	9/14/09
	a.

	D.  HIV Support Group 
	John Acevedo 
	John stated the grant with SCHD and CAN as to the Project Unity 2009-2010 contract will have a Peer Support Group line item budget.  It will be offered as a peer support educational model after the Boston Peer Center model for HIV positives to be peer support to other HIV positives through mentoring, education and others.  The goal is to keep HIV positives in care/treatment but helping them to understand more about their disease process and treatment.  The program will be named after Dillard Lawson who was a statewide advocate from Area 8 and Co-Chair of RHAC who recently passed away.  The funding initially will provide for 2-3 HIV positives to be trained for this role and then to begin meeting one-on-one with HIV positives needing their support services and helping newly diagnosed HIV positives navigate the system as referred per the Case Managers (CM) and others involved in their care/treatment.  Jim asked about this role as that of CM and John said CM are currently too busy to serve in this function.  Beth stated this sounds a lot like the wrap around services offered for the elderly.   Clarke stated he sees this as a great opportunity for our community.   Jim asked if the Peers could join HANS to report what they are learning as to the needs of HIV positives in our community.  John stated the Peer Support Group members selected with do baby steps and will be trained per Peer Center guidelines, Nuts and Bolts of CM, and HANS.  
	9/14/09
	a.

	F. Sexually Transmitted Diseases (STD) 
	Gary Ervin 
	Gary passed out a handout as to the Area 8 Morbidity Report on STD for Sarasota County.  It is interesting to note the highest zip codes for three STDs Chlamydia, Gonorrhea and Syphilis are 34234, 34237, 34232, and 34236 as compared to the three top zip codes for HIV/AIDS three are the same: 34234, 34236, and 34237.   Gary stated it is important for pharmacy and providers to look for signs and symptoms with STD as to prescriptions.  Discussion took place as to doing more HIV/STD testing on weekends in our community and combined testing at various locations with CBO and SCHD since an STD makes it 2-5 times more likely to get HIV.  Gary stated next month SCHD MMU will be testing at State College of Florida in Venice with HIV and STD.  He invited CBO interested in assisting to please contact him at 861-2919.  
	9/14/09
	a.

	VII.  New Business 
	
	
	
	

	A.  Election of 209-2010 HANS Officers 
	John Acevedo 
	John announced the ballots have been tabulated and the new officers for HANS 2009-2010 are:
Chair:  Stephen Warne
Vice Chair:  Beth Bush

Secretary:  Julia Espada

Each was asked if they accept this office and they each agreed.  The next HANS meeting in October, these officers will take over.  

John thanked everyone for allowing him to serve as Chair for the past 5 years of HANS.   He said serving as Chair has been both rewarding and challenging at times.  He said he will always be available to assist any member of HANS as to HIV/AIDS issues in our community.   He was presented with a thank you gift from everyone and thanked again for all he has done for our community as Chair of HANS.   
	9/14/09
	a.

	B. Safe and Drug Free School
	Stephen Warne
	Stephen presented an overview of this committee and stated how much he feels this is an important committee for members of HANS to consider serving on in our community.  Stephen said you need to be asked per on of the members of SDFS committee members, which he is one.  He stated for anyone interested in serving please see him after the meeting.  He said this is an opportunity to showcase services your agency may offer for youth in our community.  
	9/14/09
	a.

	C.  SCHD/SCG Grant Announcement for 2009-2010 
	Joan Surso 
	Joan announced the SCHD/SCG grant for 2009-2010 will be for $67,000 and asked that the local HANS members being meeting to discuss collaborating on the grant with one lead agency as has been done this past year.  She sent an e-mail after the meeting as to the guidelines on the grant funding as was done last year per SCHD.  John will be setting up a meeting with HANS members to begin the process, target date of 8/1o/09.  
	9/14/09
	a.

	D.  Other/Open Discussion 
	Jim McCloud
Darren Denny

Stephen Warne 

Sue Tharp 

Nan Gould 



Gary Ervin 




Joan Surso 


Chris Mottram 
	Jim announced Genesis Health Services new location and how they are offering free screenings weekly in Newtown and if interested in learning more contact Jim. 
Darren announced the next free dinner at St. Paul Episcopal Church will be at 6pm tomorrow and it is open to anyone infected or affected with HIV/AIDS.  

Stephen announced the Man Walk for Life at Sutton Park on 9/26 at 7:30am with a butterfly release planned. 


Sue asked if anyone if having problems getting their HIV test results back in a timely manner, to please see or contact her.


Nan asked how the jail testing for HIV and STD was going.  Gary stated there have been some issues, but parties are trying to address them.  At the last screening 30 people were tested.  

Gary asked everyone to please make sure the correct spelling clients names and make sure correct on the 1628 forms.  He said they are seeing an increase in clients giving fake names.    

Joan announced she will serving as the HIV Surveillance Officer during Lauren’s maternity leave.  She said please remember to contact DIS and HIV Surveillance Officer as to reporting HIV positive cases. 

Chris announced Hedges is giving Flu Shots at $20.00 each through the end of the month.  Discussion took place as to providers going on line to register to provide H1N1 vaccinations with Florida Shots.  
	9/14/09
	a.

	 VIII.  Adjournment/Next Meeting 
	John Acevedo 
	There being no further business the meeting adjourned at 11:15 A.M.  John thanked everyone for coming today and reminded them of the next HANS meeting on October 5th at CAN offices. 
	9/14/09
	a.
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