HANS Minutes  10/5/09


HIV/AIDS Network of Southwest Florida (HANS) 
Committee Meeting Minutes 
	Location:  Community AIDS Network (CAN), 1231 North Tuttle Ave. 

	Chair:  John Acevedo, Community AIDS Network (CAN) 

	Date/Time: October 5, 2009 at 10:10 am to 11:35am 

	Membership Roster:
Chair: John Acevedo, Community AIDS Network(CAN); Vice Chair: Bill Carter, First Step of Sarasota (FSOS);  Secretary: Joan Surso, Sarasota County Health Department (SCHD); Nan Gould, Marilyn Anderson, KT Curran, Pat Wolfson, Planned Parenthood of Southwest and Central Florida, Inc.(PPSWCF); April Glasco, Rocheen Rodgers, Sheri Medina, Amy Lovejoy, Denise Lowery, David Goldman, Dewan Lowmar, Jodie Yeakel, Second Chance Last Opportunity (SCLO); Dr. Lisa Merritt, Julia Espada, Lawrence Simon, Multicultural Health Institute (MHI);  Bettina Tyler, Project Challenge of the West Coast, Inc.; Christine Griffith, Sue Tharp, Gary Ervin, Scott Pritchard, Lauren Zink, Gary Ervin, Sarasota County Health Department (SCHD);  Jim McCloud and Bill Carter, Genesis Health Care; Stephen Warne, ALSO Out Youth (ALSO); Sandy Gallagher, Bethesda House, Catholic Diocese of Venice; Jose Burgess, Coastal Behavioral Healthcare (CBHC), Inc.; Phillip Brooks, Bill Carter, Carol Howard, Chapelle Washington, FSOS; Susan Terry, John Perez, Serena Miller, and John Acevedo, CAN;  Beth Bush, American Red Cross (ARC); Susan Puchalla, Sarasota County School Board; Valerie Wojciechowicz, Community Advocate; Carol Hart, Southwest Florida Community AIDS Quilts (SWFCAQ); Norman  Carmel. Temple Sinai, Seder of Hope; Hope Wulliman, Hank Huber, Trinity Charities (TC); Clarke Kirby, Jesse Flores, Amy Zamot, Dianna King, and Gail Counts, Area 8, Department of Health (DOH); Andrew Reese, Sarasota Health and Rehab Center; Rev. Tom Newman, Shrine of the Master Church; Rev. Kelvin Lumpkin, Abundance Life Christian Center (ALCC); Victoria Brown, Dollar Dynasty, Inc.; Michelle Gaines, SPARCC; Garry Breul, Suncoast AIDS theater Project; Elva Hernandez, The Florida Center, Healthy Families Sarasota; Eric Stockley, Charlotte County Health Department,; Darren Denney, James Denney, and Cheryl Goodrich, Clients First Pharmacy; Valerie Wojciechowicz, Community Advocate;, Johnnie Calloway, American Foundation Suicide Prevention; and Chris Mottram, Hedges Pharmacy; Pastor Marcus H. Burke, Jr., Greater Hurst A.M.E. Church; Kari Furtek, Lake Erie College of Osteopathic Medicine (LECOM); Robert Merlosi, Brenden Williams< Manatee County Health Department (MCHD); Dr. Mark Magenheim, Suncoast Community Blood Bank; 
Consultants from Area 8, Department of Health (DOH):  Clarke Kirby, Amy Zamot, Gail Counts 

	Members Present:  Chair:  Stephen Warne,
Members Present:  Bill Carter, Gary Ervin, Darren Denney, Eric Stockley, Sandy Gallagher, Dr. Magenheim, Sue Tharp, Gary Buele, Deborah Frock, Gary Ervin, James Mc Cloud, Beth Bush, Pat Wolfson, Clarke Kirby, Serena Miller, John Perez, Phillip Brooks, Chris Mottram; Chapelle Washington, Kari Furtek, Stephen Warne, Nan Gould, Robert Merlosi, Gail Counts,  Karen Furtek, John Acevedo, Joan Surso 
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Purpose of Meeting:  HIV/AIDS Network of Sarasota (HANS) monthly meeting 
	ISSUE
	RESPONSIBLE PERSON
	ACTION
	TARGET COMPLETION DATE/
Contact Person 
	STATUS: 
  a. Completed
  b. Discontinued

  c. In Progress

  d. Referred To

	I.  Welcome/Introduction 

	Stephen Warne 
	John welcomed and thanked everyone for attending today’s meeting and everyone introduced themselves.  Dr. Magenheim was introduced and thanked for coming to the meeting.  He was recognized for being HANS back in 1992 in our community.  Robert Merlosi was welcomed from Manatee CHD as a new member of HANS. 
	10/5/09
	a.

	II.  New Members
	Joan Surso
	Joan stated she received an application from Robert Merlosi with Manatee CHD.  Robert was welcomed to the meeting.     
	10/5/09
	a.

	III.  Review/Approve Minutes 9/14/09 meeting

	Stephen Warne 
	Minutes from the last HANS meeting on 9/14/09 were sent via e-mail to all members prior to the meeting.  John A. moved the minutes be approved, seconded by Pat.  All members unanimously approved the minutes as written.
	10/5/09
	a.

	IV.  Committee Reports 

	
	
	
	

	A.  Prevention Committee 
	Stephen Warne
	Stephen asked for updated reports from the Chairs of the Prevention Committees. 
	10/5/09
	a.

	1.   World AIDS Day 2009
	John Perez 
	John stated the last World AIDS Day (WAD) committee will meet on 10/20 at 2pm at CAN and he invited HANS members to attend. Meetings are now every two weeks till the event on 12/5 at Pride Park in Bradenton.  Committee members are busy working on donations, food vendors, and entertainment.    
John announced CAN will be hosting a WAD event on 12/1 from 11am to 1:30pm at CAN offices with an Open House and will be serving food.  Invitations will be going out to HANS members.  In addition, on 12/4 Pharmaceutical reps will be at CAN to answer questions. 
	10/5/09
	a.

	2. National Gay Men’s HIV/AIDS Awareness Day 2009 
	Serena Miller 
	Serena provided a recap of the events that took place during this national first time event in our community.  She indicated the committee worked hard and planned great events but the turn out was disappointing.  A total of 21 persons had HIV tests taken during the events the week of 9/22/09.  Gary and his actors were thanked for putting on “Mind Shaft” and it was great.  
	10/5/09
	a.

	3.  National Hispanic HIV/AIDS Awareness Day 2009
	Serena Miller
	Serena stated response for participation in this committee has been very low and only two events are planned to date for this week.  She asked HANS members to please send her notices for offering free HIV testing for this awareness event. She stated Elizabeth Murray would be speaking on 10/21 to a group of Hispanic women through HIPPY.  Copies of event materials were available for pick up in English and Spanish. 
	10/5/09
	a.

	B.   Regional HIV/AIDS Council (RHAC) 
	Jim Mc Cloud 
	Jim stated the next RHAC meeting will be on 12/2.  Nominations are being accepted for World AIDS Day Red Ribbons and they may be turned into the Health Planning Council offices by 11/13.  Clarke stated the Prevention Committee will be meeting to discuss prevention activities for all of Area 8 soon, and he will let HANS members know when the meet will be held and where.  Jim said the last RHAC meeting was on 9/23 and discussion took place on Peer Support Projects being started around the state in memory of Dillard Larson from Area 8, Co-Chair of RHAC for many years.  The strategic plan for 2009 is off to a great start and will be updated through out the year, including the addition of Prevention activities.  The priorities are: access to services, funding, education, marketing, technical assistance, technology, and expansion of services.  On 12/2 the WAD event will be recognizing Susan Terry as the Patient Care Advocate.  Jim volunteered to serve on the Prevention Committee for Sarasota County along with John Acevedo and Joan Surso.  He announced Bill Carter will be attending more RHAC meetings.  
	10/5/09
	a.

	C.  Multidisciplinary Patient Care Committee
	John Acevedo  
	John stated he did not attend the recent Case Managers meeting on Friday.  He said the Sarasota County HOPWA funds are now with Health Planning Council and Area 8 versus City of Sarasota and Federal.  This is good news for local residents served because it allows for an increase in housing days up to 147 per year.    

Clarke indicated RHAC has added a Prevention Committee and the will want prevention information from our county at future meetings.  
	10/5/09
	a.

	D.  HIV Support Group 
	John Acevedo 
	John stated the HIV Peer Support Group will be developed this year as part of the Sarasota County Health Department grant with Project Unity/CAN.   It is being headed by Valerie and Debbie and they hope to serve 40 HIV positive clients this first year.  The project will include working with the Peer Group out of Boston and DOH, Bureau of HIV/AIDS in the statewide planning process this year.  It is a pilot project for our community and will involve working closely with others in the community for referrals (i.e.: SCHD, Bethesda House, others).  Confidentiality issues will be handled via Memorandum of Agreements (MOA) with referring agencies and all will sign off on Confidentiality Statements.  The initial project is being started with $4,000 and other sources of funding are being investigated to expand the project.
	10/5/09
	a.

	F. Sexually Transmitted Diseases (STD) 
	Gary Ervin 
	Gary stated the Chlamydia rates are up and two people have been found to have secondary Syphilis.  DIS/STD staff is working to find contacts and clusters of infections. He stated if you see spots on a clients hands/feet or a rash think STD and get them tested/treated.  He reminded everyone that if someone has an STD they are 2-5 times more likely to get HIV.  Bill asked if any additional STD testing was being done in the community.  Discussion took place as to the importance of offering STD testing at various times/locations around the community.  This is hard since only have PP and SCHD to do the testing.   Gary said the rates of infections for HIV are among people between 30 to 40 versus Chlamydia between the ages of 20-30.  
	10/5/09
	a.

	V.  New Business 
	
	
	
	

	A. Safe and Drug Free School
	Stephen Warne
	Stephen asked if any HANS members were interested in joining SDRS project.  Nan indicated that PP would be interested.  PJ stated FSOS is a member and it is a great group.  
	10/5/09
	a.

	B.  HANS Meetings and Committees 
	Stephen Warne 
	Stephen discussed the need to determine the future structure of HANS meetings and committees and suggested that due to time constraints that this be post poned to the next HANS meeting on 11/5.   Everyone agreed and will bring their calendars and be prepared to sign up to serve on at least one HANS committee since HANS meetings may not be monthly in the future.   Discussion took place as to maybe keeping HANS meetings every other month till see how HANS doing with Committee meetings monthly and move toward quarterly HANS meetings.  Committee members discussed the need for committees to take ownership and work on subjects/events at hand to be effective.  Bill moved the next HANS meeting be devoted to HANS Committee Structure and Committee Work and seconded per Clarke.  Every one agreed to meet on 11/5 at 10am at CAN to continue this discussion.  
	
	

	C.  Other/Open Discussion 
	Eric Stockley
Dr. Magenheim

John Acevedo

Sue Tharp 

Gary Buele 

Joan Surso 
	Eric announced the activities taking place in Charlotte County for WAD on 11/23 with “Mind Shaft” performance at the Darkwood Center for Arts and Music.  He thanked HANS members for their support, especially Gary and the Suncoast AIDS Theater Project.  Copies of the flyer were distributed.  He announced the Val would be speaking at a luncheon sponsored by the hospital and he will be sending announcements to HANS members soon.  He is going to have 5 AIDS quilts on display too. 
Dr. Magenheim announced that the FDA does not allow MSM to donate blood.  He will be coming back to HANS to seek their support in changing this criteria in the future.  
John stated that CAN is receiving a bus to take people to the upcoming White House AIDS discussion in Fort Lauderdale.  The cost of the trip has not been determined but part of the cost will be deferred via SCHD grant to CAN in 2008/2009.  More information forthcoming.  John asked if you are interested in attending please contact him via e-mail.  It is being opened up to Area 8 via HPC/RHAC. 

Sue stated she is working on this year’s WAD Health Fair and will be sending out announcements soon to agencies for signing up for booths on 12/5/09.  She asked for volunteers to assist her. 

Gary stated SCAT will be performing on 11/29 at the St. Paul Lutheran Church and stated ½ of proceeds raised will go to CAN for patient services.  He invited HANS members to attend. 

Joan distributed copies of HIV Surveillance report as to number of HIV/AIDS cases in Sarasota County.  It was broken down per North, South and Newtown and the HANS members asked that it be reworked with input from HANS members as to determining geographic zip codes for the report.  This will be done when Lauren Sporillo returns from maternity leave in November.    It was suggested if use Newtown then only have zip code of 34234.  HANS members discussed the concern on the back lash if present stats current format from the community as to stigma.   HANS members would like to see more dollars for prevention and services in our community since dollars have decreased during the past several years.  The new format is based on what Collier County and the Prevention Committee of RHAC are requesting as to communities within County for reporting of cases.  
	10/5/09
	a.

	 VI.  Adjournment/Next Meeting 
	Stephen Warne 
	There being no further business the meeting adjourned at 11:35 A.M.  Stephen  thanked everyone for coming today and reminded them of the next HANS meeting on November 2nd at CAN offices. 
	10/5/09
	a.
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