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HIV/AIDS Network of Southwest Florida (HANS) 
Committee Meeting Minutes 
	Location:  American Red Cross (ARC),  at 2010 Cantu Court, Sarasota, FL 

	Chair:  Stephen Warne, ALSO Out Youth (ALSO)

	Date/Time: March 1, 2010

	Membership Roster:
Chair: Stephen Warne, ALSO Out Youth (ALSO); Vice Chair: Beth Bush, American Red Cross (ARC);  Secretary: Joan Surso, Sarasota County Health Department (SCHD); 
Agency/Members: Nan Gould, Marilyn Anderson, KT Curran, Pat Wolfson, Planned Parenthood of Southwest and Central Florida, Inc.(PPSWCF); April Glasco, Amy Lovejoy, Denise Lowery, Sherrin Mapps, Jodie Yeakel, Second Chance Last Opportunity (SCLO); Dr. Lisa Merritt, Julia Espada, Multicultural Health Institute (MHI);  Bettina Tyler, Project Challenge of the West Coast, Inc.; Christine Griffith, Sue Tharp, Gary Ervin, Scott Pritchard, Lauren Zink, Gary Ervin, Joan Surso, Sarasota County Health Department (SCHD);  Jim McCloud, Teresa Richardson, Bill Carter, Genesis Health Care; Stephen Warne, Sue Westcott, ALSO Out Youth (ALSO); Sandy Gallagher, Bethesda House, Catholic Diocese of Venice; No Assigned Representative at this time, Coastal Behavioral Healthcare (CBHC), Inc.; Phillip Brooks, Bill Carter, Carol Howard, Chapelle Washington, FSOS; Michael Cuffage, John Perez, Serena Miller, and John Acevedo, CAN;  Beth Bush, American Red Cross (ARC); Susan Puchalla, Sarasota County School Board; Valerie Wojciechowicz, Community Advocate; Carol Hart, Southwest Florida Community AIDS Quilts (SWFCAQ); Norman  Carmel. Temple Sinai, Seder of Hope; Hope Wulliman, Hank Huber, Trinity Charities (TC);  Rev. Tom Newman, Shrine of the Master Church; Rev. Kelvin Lumpkin, Abundance Life Christian Center (ALCC); Victoria Brown, Dollar Dynasty, Inc.; Michelle Gaines, Safe Place and Rape Crisis Center (SPARCC); Garry Breul, Suncoast AIDS Theater Project; Elva Hernandez, The Florida Center, Healthy Families Sarasota; Eric Stockley, Charlotte County Health Department,; Darren Denney, James Denney, and Cheryl Goodrich, Clients First Pharmacy; Valerie Wojciechowicz, Community Advocate;, Johnnie Calloway, American Foundation Suicide Prevention; and Chris Mottram, Hedges Pharmacy; Pastor Marcus H. Burke, Jr., Greater Hurst A.M.E. Church; Kari Furtek, Lake Erie College of Osteopathic Medicine (LECOM); Robert Merlosi, Brenden Williams< Manatee County Health Department (MCHD); Dr. Mark Magenheim, Suncoast Community Blood Bank; Robert Merlosi, Manatee County Health Department (MCHD); 
Consultants from Area 8, Department of Health (DOH):  Clarke Kirby, Amy Zamot, Jesse Flores, Dianna King, Gail Counts 

	Members Present:  Chair:  Stephen Warne,
Members Present:  Beth Bush, John Acevedo, Serena Miller, Sue Tharp, Sue Westcott, Sandy Gallaher, Bill Carter, Nan Gould, Robert Merlosi, Jim McCloud, Dr. Lisa Merritt, John Perez, Eric Stockley, April Glasco, Clarke Kirby, Pat Wolfson, Chris Mottram, Teresa Richardson, Carol Howard, Joan Surso 


-0-
Purpose of Meeting:  HIV/AIDS Network of Sarasota (HANS) monthly meeting 
	ISSUE
	RESPONSIBLE PERSON
	ACTION
	TARGET COMPLETION DATE/
Contact Person 
	STATUS: 
  a. Completed
  b. Discontinued

  c. In Progress

  d. Referred To

	I.  Welcome/
     Introduction 

	Stephen Warne 
	Stephen welcomed and thanked everyone for attending today’s meeting and everyone introduced themselves.  Jim McCloud introduced Teresa Richardson as a new member of Genesis Health Services as a nursing consultant.  Stephen thanked Community AIDS Network for allowing HANS to return for meetings at their location.  
	3/1/2010
	a.

	II.  New Members
	Joan Surso
	Joan stated no new applications have been received.  Discussion took place as to trying to get a representative from De Soto CHD, Clarke indicated he will contact someone at DCHD to see if a representative could attend or call in once a month.  
	3/1/2010
	a.

	III.  Review/Approve Minutes 2/1/2010 meeting

	Stephen Warne 
	Minutes from the last HANS meeting on 2/1/2010 were sent out via e-mail to all members prior to the meeting.  Sandy moved the minutes be approved, seconded by Eric.  All members unanimously approved the minutes as written.

	3/1/2010
	a.

	IV.  HANS Standing Committee Reports 

	
	
	
	

	A.  Prevention Committee 
	
	
	
	

	1.   World AIDS Day (WAD) 2009
	John Perez
	John stated the WAD committee for 2010 will be forming soon and he will be sending out an announcement later this month or the first of next month.  This year’s WAD 2010 will be held on 12/4 a Saturday with exact location to be determined. 
	3/1/2010
	a.

	B.  National Black HIV/AIDS Awareness 
	Serena Miller 
	Serena stated the events planned for this event during the week of 2/10 went very well and thanked everyone for their participation and support.  
	3/1/2010
	a.

	C.  National Week of Prayer for the Healing of AIDS
	Serena Miller
	Serena stated to date eight churches have signed up in Sarasota County to participate in this event.  They include: Greater Hurst Chapel AME; Abundant Life; St. Martha’s; Unitarian Universal; Sarasota Greater Campus; Church of Trinity/MCC; Bethel Christian ME; and Center for Spiritual Living.  Everyone was thanked for their assistance in contacting churches and working on this event.  
	3/1/2010
	a.

	D.  National Women and Girls HIV/AIDS Awareness
	Serena Miller 
	Serena disturbed copies of the flyer for the upcoming events, which did not include specific HIV testing sites.  The press release was sent out earlier for review and is on the HANS web site.  The major events include:  

· 3/10:  True Vine Missionary Baptist Church- prayer, dinner, and speakers; and HIV testing
· 3/11: North Sarasota Library- business and professional women with PLW speakers, and HIV testing

· 3/12: Robert Taylor Community Center- performance of “Mind, Body and Soul” and HIV testing

· 3/13: Selby Goodwill- free health screenings, food, music and HIV testing (working with HIPPY, Children’s First, and others)

Discussion took place as to the SCHD Medical Mobile Unit (MMU) not being available for the 3/13 date and Robert offered to have MCHD MMU present.  He will work with Serena on the details. 
	3/1/2010
	a.

	E.  National Caribbean American HIV/AIDS Awareness
	Serena Miller 
	Stephen asked if this was an event our HANS members would like to offer this year for the week of June 18th along with National HIV and Aging during the week of September 18th.   HANS members agreed to begin networking to work with other agencies in our community to develop offerings.  

Other HIV Testing Dates and events not offered per HANS include: Asian and Native American due to limited number residing in our communities at this time.  But HANS members may always network with others to offer free HIV testing during these events. 
	3/1/2010
	a.

	F.   Regional HIV/AIDS Council (RHAC) 
	Jim McCloud
	Jim stated the last RHAC meeting was on 1/27 and the entire meeting was devoted to prevention and everyone thought it was one of the best presentations ever to RHAC.  Clarke stated RHAC has requested $20,000 from DOH to conduct a needs assessment in Area 8 as related to prevention.  He will keep HANS members advised as to the answers.
	3/1/2010
	a.

	G.  Multidisciplinary Patient Care Committee and Peer Support Group
	John Acevedo  
	John did not have an update to provide at this time. He stated the Peer Support Project is moving along with staff/volunteers going for training in Tampa on 2/2 and 2/3 and more information will be forthcoming.   
	3/1/2010
	a.

	H.  Safe and Drug Free School Coalition 
	Stephen Warne
	Stephen suggested members of HANS attend this committee meeting which meets the third Monday of each month at the Landings, Blue Awning on the second floor.  He stated this is how an agency can network with the school board and gain access to be a speaker in the schools for presentations.  John A. stated this was not true since the only agency approved in the Health Department.  The Coalition is working on suicide prevention and self esteem building topics at this time.  Stephen said the schools are working on many issues and they can not solve them by themselves and need community partners to help them.  Robert stated his MCHD has been approved to speak in the Manatee County schools and they are not experiencing any problems.  
	3/1/2010
	a.

	I.  STD Update 
	Gary Ervin 
	Gary stated MSM syphilis is on the raise in Sarasota County.  Bureau of STD recently provided each STD outreach worker in the state with mini notebook lap top computer and GPS to assist them in the field and the cost is about $8.00 per month per staff member.  Gary said if any one has an STD question, please call him.  He said some providers are saying if you are HIV positive, you do not have to talk to the CHD and this is incorrect information. 
	3/1/2010
	a.

	J.  Border Health Institute (BFH) Conference 
	Joan Surso 
	Joan has sent out e-mail reminders as to the upcoming conference on March 15th and 16th and encouraged if interested in attending one or both days to please e-mail her with your registration form.  To date over 18 people are signed up to attend one or both days of the trainings.  
	3/1/2010
	a.

	K.  Peer Support Project
	Serena Miller
	Serena stated the Peer Advocate project is developing nicely with four Peer Advocates identified to be trained for this project in Sarasota County.  Staff and volunteer members from CAN and SCHD went to the initial training in Tampa in February and Val went to the state Train-the-Trainer last week.   Policies, memorandums of agreement, and training for this project are being developed and finalized.  She stated they hope to have the first clients enrolled and meeting with the peers by the first of April.  
	3/1/2010


	a.

	V.  New Business 
	
	
	
	

	A.  Other 
	Joan Surso 
Dr. Merritt

Eric Stockley









Clarke Kirby 

Stephen Warne

Robert Merlosi


Joan Surso 
	Joan stated the updated statistics from DOH for Sarasota, Manatee and Charlotte counties are on the HANS web site.  
Dr. Merritt said she would like to see collaboration with Justice System and Mental Health with HIV/AIDS issues.  She would like to have anyone interested in starting this type of initiative to please contact her.  Dr. Merritt asked for ideas on ways to reach youth.  Dr. Merritt stated Genesis Health Services and Multicultural Health Institute are continuing there efforts to address MSM initiative in our community.  She asked if anyone hears of a grant opportunity to let her know.  They are looking into MPowerment and Man Up as initiatives and would be interested in working in all three counties.  
Eric thanked everyone for their support with Charlotte Counties (CC) World AIDS Day (WAD) activities last year.  He was very disappointed in the recent community response to National Women and Girls events with no one attending.  He said he is looking into other options for WAD 2010 in CC like another play.  He said he got approval from the CC School Board to show the video River on “Hey Chlamydia”.  He distributed copies of a flyer on the CCHD upcoming conference on “Ask, Screen, Intervene” on HIV medical care issues on April 9th from 8:30am to 4pm.  

Clarke provided an update on the recent “Man Up” conference in Fort Myers.  He said it was very successful with 84b attendees.  Conversations are taking place to bring to Sarasota and work with the local black sororities and fraternities in raising the awareness of HIV/AIDS with black community.   The conference received $5,000 from DOH to assist with the planning and marketing of the event.  Clarke reminded everyone of the HIV Satisfaction Surveys which are to conducted per HIV test sites the weeks of March 15th and 26th.  He said if you have any questions, please call him.  Clarke stated Rapid Ora Quick per DOH state labs are piloting the use Clear View for the confirmatory HIV testing.  
Stephen stated there is a work group looking into the high number of STD within our school youth.  He asked John if he would be willing to chair a work group and report back to HANS on this issue as to how to speak to youth on STD/HIV in our community.  


Robert stated the HIV 500/501 classes will be offered March 3-5th at the MCHD.
Joan stated the HIV 500/501 classes will be offered April 20-22nd at the SCHD.   She stated the 1628 forms have been updated and she asked if you wish to have an HIV 501 Update at your agency with your staff, please contact via e-mail or phone.  Old forms are to be used first before the new ones per DOH. 
	3/1/2010
	

	B.  Strategic Planning and Committee Structure
	Stephen Warne 
	Stephen said at the last HANS meeting discussion took place as to having the HANS meetings back at CAN. He thanked everyone for trying to meet at ARC and for coming back to CAN.  He stated at the last HANS meeting members indicated they wanted to discuss the committee structure of HANS and how frequently to have them.  Dr. Merritt said she likes the idea of committee meetings after HANS since already all together monthly to meet.   Serena said since the Prevention Committee is HANS members she liked the idea too.  John said other community partners are often brought into the Prevention Committee and he did not know if they could meet at that time.  Stephen agreed when looking at the MSM initiatives and meetings that took place last year.  

Stephen said the standing committees of HANS are Executive, Prevention and Education and Multidisciplinary Patient Care (MPC).   He would like to see MPC discussed like at the RHAC meetings in the future as to Case Management reports.  Clarke said he could ask Jesse Flores if he could attend HANS meetings to discuss what RHAC discusses as to patient care issues.  It was discussed that getting reports from patient care is hard since representatives are seeing clients daily during the week.  Jim said HANS is about prevention but also serving those infected with HIV, and he feels patient care issues need to be addressed to HANS like at RHAC and he wants them accountable.  It was suggested the missing piece may be able to be addressed with the Peer Advocates in the future.  Clarke agreed to ask Jesse to attend HANS meetings quarterly to provide updates as to Case Management, HOPWA, and medical care with Ryan White.  

Stephen asked HANS members to please review the HANS By Laws and to come to ALSO Out Youth offices on March 5th to discuss the Strategic Plan. 
	3/1/2010
	a.

	C.  Update Project Unity (PU) 
	John Perez
	John provided an update on the Project Unity service contract as to deliverables for the first quarter.  

1) PWA Speaker’s Bureau:  26 presentations/ 790 attendees

2) VOICES/VOCES: 6 presentations/ 50 attendees

3) HIV Tests:  473 HIV tests, 253 to target population

4) Peer Support Project:  training attended and on-going development with four Peers identified, on-going meetings with partners of SCHD, CAN and Bethesda House as to process, MOA and other items
	3/1/2010
	a.

	 VI.  Adjournment/Next Meeting 
	Stephen Warne 
	There being no further business the meeting adjourned at 11:45am.   Stephen thanked everyone for coming today and reminded them of the next HANS meeting on April 5, 2010 at the offices of Community AIDS Network (CAN) located at 1231North Tuttle Ave. in Sarasota. 
	3/1/2010
	a.
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