Gay Men’s Awareness Day events for September 2010
“‘RETURN TO THE MINESHAFT” 

 The play, directed by Garry Allan Breul, for THE SUNCOAST AIDS THEATRE PROJECT not only gives a historic perspective on the spread of HIV in the MSM community of New York City in the late 80’s but revisits in a surreal fashion those affected by HIV/AIDS in the present day. This is a mature play with both adult themes and language.

“RETURN TO THE MINESHAFT” is a sequel to “MEN from the MINESHAFT” and is the account of several lives affected both directly and indirectly by participating in the Mineshaft’s activities. A surreal “Mineshaft” or nether land appears with denizens from the past brought to life in 2010, interloping with todays at risk populations. These men and women give vibrant, and at times emotional accounts of their connections with the Mineshaft.  No holds are barred as the actors recant their experiences, often in graphic detail, and reflect on the long-term consequences brought on themselves and those close to them.

While “MEN from the MINESHAFT” conveys many messages and provokes the audience into looking deep into their own private past, the story has one over riding message--Get tested. “Return to the MINESHAFT” does not only focus on MSM it also portrays other routes of HIV transmission. For example, two of the characters in the play, one a married heterosexual woman, tell their story of how they became “innocently” infected with HIV from their partners. While the play shows that certain behavioral groups might be at higher risk of infection, it also re-enforces the message that any one who has engaged in unprotected sex or needle sharing are at risk of HIV infection and should get tested. In the final few minutes of this one hour masterpiece of HIV/AIDS related drama, the common thread that ties all of the characters together is revealed and the message hits home like a ton of bricks.

The Mineshaft was a nightclub first opened in the 1970’s on Washington Street in New York City. The club opened on Wednesdays and stayed open 24 hours a day through the following Monday. It was a members only, all-male club.  The Mineshaft was a hive of bars, private cubicles with no doors, and had an unlit “Back Room” where group sex was prevalent.   The w York Health Department closed the club down on November 6, 1985 due to the high-risk activities taking place.

Performance is Sunday, September 26th. 7:30 pm. The Golden Apple Dinner Theatre, 25 N. Pineapple Ave, downtown Sarasota. Desserts, and cash bar available. 

Call 941-366-5454 to reserve a seat $10.00.  Tickets at the door will be PAY-WHAT-YOU-CAN.  Doors open at 6:30pm.  HIV Testing will be on site.

