Sarasota County Health Department (SCHD) 

Silence is Death Timeframe and Activities

2006-2007
	Action Step 
	Date 

	1.   Distributed copies of  “Silence is Death” (SID) report to local HIV/AIDS Network of Sarasota (HANS) members and other key individuals in the Black community (i.e.: Community AIDS Network, Planned Parenthood, ALSO Out Youth, Laurel Civic Association, Mayor  of Sarasota, Bethesda House, Second Chance Last Opportunity, American Red Cross, Genesis Health Services, Sarasota County Health Department employees, City Council members of Sarasota County, TruVine Missionary Baptist Church, Sarasota County School Board and others in the community) 
	9/22-11/30/06

	2.  Attended Area 8 meeting in Fort Myers with representatives from Collier, Lee, Sarasota CHD; and DOH, Bureau of HIV/AIDS Representatives to discuss and learn more about the SID report and develop action plan for our areas.  Lee and Sarasota CHD developed Action Plan together with target dates shared with DOH and RHAC.  
	10/20/06

	3.  Key staff of Sarasota CHD meet to discuss strategy to address SID in our community.
	10/25/06

	4.  Press Release sent per Sarasota CHD Health Promotions Department to local media but no one picked up for a story locally.  Bradenton Herald Tribune covered with a story.  Follow-up press release submitted and still no local coverage.
	Week of 9/15/06

	5.  Interviewed, offered HIV education and offered HIV testing to high risk clients in the Newtown community (zip code with highest rate of PLWHA in county).  Tested over 35 individuals and found one new HIV positive client during this outreach testing.  
	10/9/06

	6.   The Executive Director of Second Chance Last Opportunity and Area 8, Regional Minority AIDS Coordinator held a focus group meeting with 18 high-risk individuals and offered HIV education update.  They conducted a focus group discussion and the participants indicated the following: 

a)   Best means to receive HIV information:  TV/Radio HIV prevention message, 
b)   Ways to get people to attend a class on HIV:  make sure to provide free items (food, gift cards, condoms, etc.)

c)   Distribution locations for condoms: local stores, barber and beauty shops, work out locations, library, bars, movie theatres, skate rinks, public transportation (places where people go) and make sure they offer both male and female condoms (many people don’t know about female condoms need information on how to use and negotiation skills)

d)  Places to offer HIV educational classes: Libraries, churches, nightclubs, Life Management classes in schools

e)   Other helpful ideas: need educational classes in schools at younger ages, need to educate prostitutes, drug dealers, and go into areas of community where crime is the greatest to educate as to HIV/AIDS and condoms
	10/25/06

	7.   Distributed survey at Laurel Civic Association in other Black area in southern portion of the county and offered HIV testing.  Tested 12 people and obtained 11 completed surveys.  Surveys indicated (7-between ages of 14-17) and 3 (between ages of 23-58) participants feel best means of learning about HIV in order of importance with rates: get tested for HIV, attend a class or group discussion on HIV/AIDS, or attend a presentation to get information on HIV/AIDS.  The youth stated they would like a presentation either at their schools (Venice High School or Laurel-Nokomis) or at the Laurel Civic Association with a PLWHA to be part of the presentation. 
	11/17/06

	8.  World AIDS Day events planned in the community with HANS members offering free HIV testing beginning on 11/13 through 12/2 through out the county.  Press releases developed but only one local TV station, SNN offered a free PSA for 30 seconds throughout the week for 24 hours. 
	11/27-12/1/07

	9.  Meet with representative of TruVine Missionary Baptist Church to discuss how to get church (local churches) involved with learning more about HIV/AIDS and the SID report.  This church is a leader in the community and networks with other churches throughout the county.  On-going work to continue with them and they requested 300 copies of the HANS brochures to distribute in the community.
	11/25/06

	10.  Meeting with local pastors to present SID report and talk of how churches may get locally may get involved with National Black Church Pray Awareness Week from 3/3/07-3/10/07.  Information to be provided to the churches to include in their bulletins on facts/figures on HIV/AIDS locally and national. 
	1/9/07

	11.   National Medical Association and W. Montague Cobb/NMA Health Institute had a Town Hall meeting at the Hyatt in Sarasota to discuss Health Disparities in Blacks in our county.  Over 55 physicians from the area attended and stated HIV/AIDS in one of the areas they wish to address this year due to the disparities.   Update to continue. 
	1/13/07

	12.   Local HANS’s members to network on providing free HIV testing in the community during National Black HIV Awareness Day on 2/7/07.
	2/5/07-2/8/07

	13.  Distributed information on the Let’s Talk conference to Mental Health Substance Abuse Coalition members at monthly meeting.  
	2/16/07

	14.  Members of HANS meet with SCHD and Area 8 Representatives to discuss Silence is Death funding for Sarasota County.  Developed Action Plan to share with HANS’s committee on 3/5/07.
	2/19/07

	15.  Local HANS’s members to network on providing free HIV testing in the community during National Women and Children HIV Awareness Day on 3/10/07.
	Week of 3/7/07

	16.   Local educational conference being planned by members of HANS committee to provide parents, teachers and other school staff in Sarasota County with information on how to talk with youth on various topics (i.e.: sexuality, pregnancy, HIV/AIDS, STD, drug abuse/usage, date rape and others).  
	3/3/07


