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MEDIA NOTE: The health department and other community-based organizations that are part of the HIV/AIDS Network of Sarasota (HANS) will offer free HIV testing as part of the local observance of National HIV Testing day. A schedule of those offerings appears at the end of this release.

June 27 is National HIV Testing Day – take control, take the test

Free HIV testing for the public will be offered at numerous locations throughout Sarasota County the week of June 26 - 30 as part of the 12th annual National HIV Testing Day observance. Free incentives will be made available to those who return to get their results two to three weeks after getting tested.  Test results are always kept confidential and are not shared with anyone, including family members, significant others, employers, or landlords. Those that test positive will be assisted in getting access to health care and treatment.  

The Sarasota County Health Department urges all adults who may be at risk for HIV to get a free test during this special outreach effort. Over half of the HIV infections in Sarasota County are among those under age 40. Many in this age group have seen the effects of AIDS and may not view themselves as vulnerable.     

Those who wish to get tested have a choice of either the fast and easy OraSure® HIV test or a traditional blood test. OraSure® testing consists of placing a treated cotton pad resembling a toothbrush between a person’s cheek and gums for two minutes. “It’s easier than brushing your teeth,” says Gary Ervin, Health Services Representative with the Sarasota County Health Department’s Sexually Transmitted Disease (STD) program. “If you’ve never been tested or had unprotected sex or shared a needle since your last test, now is the time to get an HIV test.” No appointments are needed on that day for this service. 

For more information, call Gary Ervin at (941) 861-2919, or log on to www.hivsarasota.org.
 

Sarasota County National HIV Testing Day Activities

June 26 – 30, 2006

Free HIV Testing and Incentives 

Week of June 26 – 30; 9 to 11 a.m. and 1 to 4 p.m. 

Location:  Sarasota County Health Department (clinic sites) 

2200 Ringling Blvd., Sarasota

7820 South Tamiami Trail, Suite 2B and Suite 1B, Venice 

6950 Pan American Drive, North Port 
Contact:  Gary Ervin (941) 861-2919

Sponsoring Agency:  Sarasota County Health Department.  See list of services above.

Free HIV Testing and Incentives

Friday, June 27; 6 to 9 p.m.

Location:  Club TRI-Angles 

1330 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Way, Sarasota, 

Contact: John Acevedo (941) 366-0461 or e-mail: johna@cccsrq.org
Sponsoring Agency: Project Unity Partners:  Community AIDS Network, Genesis Health Services, Second Chance-Last Opportunity and Project Challenge.  Project Unity is a collaborative program of these agencies in providing education, patient care, outreach, HIV testing and other support services.

Free HIV Testing and Incentives

Tuesday, June 27; 3 to 7 p.m.

Location:  Goodwill 

1781 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Way, Sarasota 

Contact:  John Acevedo (941) 366-0461 or e-mail: johna@cccsrq.org
Sponsoring Agency: Project Unity Partners: see explanation above.

Free HIV Testing and Incentives

Tuesday, June 27; 4:30 to 7 p.m. and Thursday, June 29; 2:30 to 5:30 p.m.

Location:  TruVine Missionary Baptist Church, Teen Clinic

1946 32nd Street, Sarasota 
Sponsoring Agencies:  Sarasota County Health Department, Planned Parenthood of Southwest and Central Florida, and TruVine Missionary Baptist Church through a grant from the Florida Department of Health. Offers services to teens ages 13-17 for free examinations, HIV testing and STD, and educational services. 

Free HIV Testing and Incentives

Tuesday, June 27; 6 to 8 p.m. and Thursday, June 29; 6 to 8 p.m.

Location:  Second Chance-Last Opportunity (SCLO)

1933 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Way, Sarasota 

Contact: April Glasco (941) 360-8660 or e-mail: aprilglasco@yahoo.com

Sponsoring Agency:  SCLO offers free HIV testing, offer life management skills workshops, distribute food and clothing vouchers, help clients gain employment, call for more information.
Free HIV Testing and Incentives

Wednesday, June 28; 4 to 6 p.m.

Location:  Bethesda House

1670 Fourth Street, Sarasota 

Contact:  Gary Ervin (941) 861-2919

Free HIV Testing and Incentives

Thursday, June 29; 9 a.m. to 12 noon

Location:  Manatee Community College (Venice)

8000 South Tamiami Trail, Student Center, Venice 

Contact:  Gary Ervin (941) 861-2919

Free HIV Testing and Incentives

Friday, June 30; 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Location:  First Step of Sarasota 

1970 Main Street, Third Floor, Sarasota 

Contact:  Chapelle Washington (941) 552-2078 or e-mail: cwashington@fsos.org

Sponsoring Agency: First Step of Sarasota providing drug and substance abuse counseling and treatment services on outpatient basis.

Free HIV Testing and Incentives 

Friday, June 30; 1 to 3 p.m.

Location:  Senior Friendship Center 

1900 Brother Geenen Way, Sarasota 

Contact:  Gary Ervin (941) 861-2919 or e-mail: gary_ervin@doh.state.fl.us
Sponsoring Agency:  Sarasota County Health Department (SCHD) services offered include primary care for women, men and children; immunizations for children and adults; WIC; eligibility; Health Start; STD and Disease Intervention; HIV testing, for more information call (941) 861-2900. 

