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MEDIA NOTE:  The health department and other community based organizations that are part of the HIV/AIDS Network of Sarasota County will offer free HIV testing as part of the local observance of World AIDS Day.  A schedule of those offerings is at the end of this release.
Free HIV testing - World AIDS Day observance
Sarasota County Health Department and the community based organizations that are part of the HIV/AIDS Network of Sarasota County (HANS) are sponsoring free HIV testing in the community from Nov. 14 – Dec. 1.  This is in observance of World AIDS Day, Dec.1, 2006.

HIV/AIDS is preventable yet only one in four people who have HIV know they are infected.  HANS has adopted “Keep the Promise” as the theme for their awareness campaign that includes World AIDS Day, National Black HIV/AIDS Awareness Day and National Women and Girls HIV/AIDS Awareness Day.  Local residents are challenged to Keep the Promise by making the following pledges:
· Show compassion and love to those with HIV/AIDS

· Protect your baby and your loved ones – Know your status

· Get an HIV test regularly

· Educate others about HIV/AIDS

· Be personally responsible
HIV testing results are always kept strictly confidential and are not shared with anyone, including family members, significant others, employers or landlords.  Those who test positive will immediately be linked to health care and treatment.

Those who wish to get an HIV test can choose from a variety of testing methods.  OraQuick Rapid HIV Antibody testing provides results in only 20 minutes.  OraSure® HIV test or a traditional blood test is also available; testing results are returned in about two weeks.  OraSure® testing consists of placing a treated cotton pad resembling a toothbrush between a person’s cheek and gums for two minutes. “It’s easier than brushing your teeth, says Gary Ervin, Health Services Representative with the Sarasota County Health Department’s Sexually Transmitted Disease (STD) program. If you’ve never been tested, or had unprotected sex or shared a needle since your last test, now is the time to get an HIV test.”  

For more information on those HIV testing opportunities call 941-861-2900 or visit the HANS website www.hivsarasota.org
-MORE-
Sarasota County World AIDS Day HIV Testing Opportunities
Nov. 14 – Dec. 1

Free HIV testing/screening OraQuick Rapid HIV Antibody testing – results in 20 minutes
Tuesday, Nov. 14; 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Location:  Genesis Health Services

2223 N. Washington Blvd, Sarasota

Sponsoring Agency:  Project Unity
Contact Person:  John T. Acevedo 941-366-0461

Free HIV testing/screening OraQuick Rapid HIV Antibody testing – results in 20 minutes
Wednesday, Nov. 15; 9 a.m. to 8 p.m.
Location:  Community AIDS Network, Inc.

1231 N. Tuttle Ave, Sarasota

Sponsoring Agency:  CAN

Contact Person:  John T. Acevedo 941-366-0461

Free HIV testing/screening OraSure© & traditional blood test
Wednesday, Nov. 15; 9 a.m. to noon
Location:  North Port Health & Family Service Center

6950 Pan American Drive, North Port, FL

Sponsoring Agency:  Sarasota County Health Department

Contact Person:  Tim Thompson 941-548-0100

Free HIV testing/screening OraSure©
Wednesday, Nov. 15; 4:30 p.m. to 6 p.m.

Location:  Second Chance - Last Opportunity

1933 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Way, Sarasota

Sponsoring Agency:  Second Chance – Last Opportunity

Contact Person:  April Glasco 941-360-8519

Free HIV testing/screening OraQuick Rapid HIV Antibody testing – results in 20 minutes
Thursday, Nov. 16; 3 p.m. to 7 p.m.

Location:  Selby Goodwill

1781 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Way, Sarasota

Sponsoring Agency:  Project Unity
Contact Person:  John T. Acevedo 941-366-0461

Free HIV testing/screening OraQuick Rapid HIV Antibody testing – results in 20 minutes
Tuesday, Nov. 21; a.m. to 5 p.m.
Location:  Genesis Health Services

2223 N. Washington Blvd, Sarasota

Sponsoring Agency:  Project Unity
Contact Person:  John T. Acevedo 941-366-0461
Free HIV testing/screening OraQuick Rapid HIV Antibody testing – results in 20 minutes
Wednesday, Nov. 22; 9 a.m. to 8 p.m.

Location:  Community AIDS Network, Inc.

1231 N. Tuttle Ave, Sarasota

Sponsoring Agency:  CAN

Contact Person:  John T. Acevedo 941-366-0461

-MORE-
Free HIV testing/screening OraSure© & traditional blood test
Wednesday, Nov. 22; 9 a.m. to noon

Location:  North Port Health & Family Service Center

6950 Pan American Drive, North Port, FL

Sponsoring Agency:  Sarasota County Health Department

Contact Person:  Tim Thompson 941-548-0100

Free HIV testing/screening OraSure© & traditional blood test
Monday – Friday, Nov. 27 – Dec 1; 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. (Fri., Dec 1; 8 a.m.- noon)
Location:  Sarasota County Health Department – Specialty Clinic

7810 S. Tamiami Trail, Bldg A 14-1, Venice, FL

Sponsoring Agency:  Sarasota County Health Department

Contact Person:  Beth Taylor 941-861-3380

Free HIV testing/screening OraSure© & traditional blood test
Monday – Thursday, Nov. 27 – 30; 1 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Location:  Sarasota County Health Dept.
2200 Ringling Blvd. Sarasota

Sponsoring Agency:  Sarasota County Health Dept

Contact Person:  Gary Ervin 941-861-2919
Free HIV testing/screening OraQuick Rapid HIV Antibody testing – results in 20 minutes
Tuesday, Nov. 28; a.m. to 5 p.m.
Location:  Genesis Health Services

2223 N. Washington Blvd, Sarasota

Sponsoring Agency:  Project Utility

Contact Person:  John T. Acevedo 941-366-0461

Free HIV testing/screening OraSure© & traditional blood test
Tuesday, Nov. 28; 3 p.m. to 6 p.m.

Location:  Nokomis Community Park

234 East Nippino Trail, Nokomis, FL

Sponsoring Agency:  Sarasota County Health Dept.

Contact Person:  Gary Ervin 941-861-2900

Free HIV testing/screening OraQuick Rapid HIV Antibody testing – results in 20 minutes
Wednesday, Nov. 29; 9 a.m. to 8 p.m.

Location:  Community AIDS Network, Inc.

1231 N. Tuttle Ave, Sarasota

Sponsoring Agency:  CAN

Contact Person:  John T. Acevedo 941-366-0461

Free HIV testing/screening OraQuick Rapid HIV Antibody testing – results in 20 minutes
Thursday, Nov. 30; 3 p.m. to 7 p.m.

Location:  Selby Goodwill

1781 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Way, Sarasota

Sponsoring Agency:  Project Utility

Contact Person:  John T. Acevedo 941-366-0461

-MORE-
Free HIV testing/screening OraSure© & traditional blood test
Thursday, Nov. 30; 8:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.

Location:  Salvation Army, VIPER Program

1400 10th Street, Sarasota

Sponsoring Agency:  Sarasota County Health Dept.

Contact Person:  Barbara Allender 941-861-2900

Free HIV testing/screening OraQuick Rapid HIV Antibody testing – results in 20 minutes
Friday, Dec. 1; 10 a.m. to noon

Location:  Senior Friendship Centers for Healthy Aging

1900 Brother Geenen Way, Sarasota

Sponsoring Agency:  Senior Friendship Centers

Contact Person:  Lori Whittle 941-556-3223

Free HIV testing/screening OraQuick Rapid HIV Antibody testing – results in 20 minutes
Friday, Dec. 1; 10 a.m. to noon

Location:  Senior Friendship Centers for Healthy Aging

1888 Brother Geenen Way, Sarasota

Sponsoring Agency:  Project Utility

Contact Person:  John T. Acevedo 941-366-0461

Free HIV testing/screening 

Friday, Dec.1; 2 p.m. to 5 p.m.
Location:  Also Our Youth

1470 Boulevard of the Arts, Sarasota

Sponsoring Agency:  Also Our Youth

Contact Person:  Kiki Towhill 941-954-0802
-end-





















